
February saw some of our stu-

dents take a field trip to the 

Bunk’Art complex here in Tira-

na. They received a guided tour 

and explanation by the Bunk’Art 

staff and had a very fun but very 

enlightening time. They toured 

the entire facility and really 

seemed to enjoy learning about 

the realities of life in Albania in 

the past as well as where Albania 

fit into the larger historical nar-

rative of those times. 

   They especially enjoyed the 

pictures of downtown Tirana 

from the past and comparing 

them to what Tirana looks like 

today.  

   A great time was had by all 

and we look forward to our next 

educational trip. 

FIELD TRIP TO BUNK'ART  

SATURDAY SCHOOL 

The staff and students have 

been working extra hard this 

month with mandatory Satur-

day School all month. While 

unfortunate, it is necessary due 

to the prolonged Winter Break 

but, it is coming to an end. 

  Saturday March 4th is the last 

Saturday School. Begin-

ning Monday the 6th, we will 

be back on our normal Monday 

through Friday schedule.  

   While difficult, it was neces-

sary and we are all relieved at 

the return to normalcy.  

    

A L B A N I A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C H O O L  

 

 

FEBRUARY NEWS 



 

 

Kindergarten News 

February was a great month for Kindergarten. They’ve come a long way since the beginning of 

the school year. All the kids are trying their best to improve their learning skills, fine motor skills 

and social skills. While we focus in following the curriculum, we also make sure to engage them 

in activities they love, such as drawing, coloring, crafts and playing in our patio area. In 

Valentine’s Day they enjoyed making beautiful cards for their family members, and they made 

their crowns for our Royal Tea Party. 

Our Royal Tea Party was awesome! The kids had so much fun singing, dancing and acting in 

the Cinderella play. We would like to thank you Ms. Ida, Ms Vera, Ms. Ines and the office for 

helping us organize such a beautiful party. 

 

In CKLA Skills Strand we finished Unit 6 and just started Unit 7. In the previous units we 

focused in letter sounds and blending them together, while in this unit letter names were 

introduced. Even there is potential for confusion between letter names and sounds, we introduced 

letter names because most of the students know the sounds of the letters and are able to blend 

and read. 

     

         



 

Some students are blending at a slower pace, but they will improve with practice. In this unit we 

learned about rhyming words , started practicing spelling simple words, and learned that‘s’ is 

sometimes pronounced /z/, especially at the end of words. Other than the Big Book we have been 

using in the classroom, the students have been doing independent reading in their first student 

reader called Kit. We also encourage reading in assigned pairs to provide each student the 

opportunity to spend almost half of the available time reading aloud to one another. It is 

beneficial for students to read stories more than once, preferably two to four times over a period 

of several days, so please make sure to help your child practice reading aloud their Readers at 

home. 

In CKLA Listening and Learning Strand we finished Domain 7, Kings and Queens. In this 

domain, students listened to read alouds (fiction and nonfiction) about kings, queens and royal 

families. Many of the fictional rhymes, poems, and stories in this domain were classic, well-

loved tales, including Sing a Song of Sixpence,  King Midas and the Golden Touch, The Princess 

and the Pea, Cinderella and  Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. As we read, we pause 

frequently to ask students to identify the events in the story and to encourage them to think about 

when the beginning gives way to the middle and the middle transitions to an end. They heard a 

number of words in the read-aloud about kings and queens: kingdom, royal, rules, servants, 

advantages, disadvantages, reign. Cutting out pictures showing the events of the story and 

sequencing them in order in a small book were one of the activities they enjoyed doing. Finally 

at the end of this Domain we held a class tea party in which students sipped juice (“tea”) and 

munched on treats such as muffins and cupcakes.                   

 

 

In Math we reached Lesson 74. The kids 

learned how to identify and count Dimes, 

counting by 10’s, comparing objects by 

weight, identifying, copying and extending  

AB and ABB patterns,  matching a number 

cards to a set of objects, sharing a whole by 

separating it in two equal parts etc.  

The children are continuing to learn how to 

add by numbers up to ten. We have been 

using math games and dice to practice the 

skill of addition! 

The children will continue to borrow and 

enjoy small books from our library. 

Be sure to praise your child whenever s/he 

shares what has been learned at school.  

 



Ms Barbara 

Valentines Day in preschool was 

so much fun! Ms Vera our in-

ventive chef made us a giant choc-

olate cookie heart shaped cake 

filled with dark chocolate and I 

bought the kids berry ice cream! 

What a fun day!  We also melted 

chocolate pieces and each child 

poured the chocolate into my 

heart shaped ice cube tray to 

make chocolate hearts. We 

wrapped them in red shiny paper 

and the kids took them home at 

the end of the day. 

    

 Every two weeks I am changing 

our main topic poster. This week 

we started to learn about Verbs. 

At Circle Time each child picks 

out an action word to act for the 

group. Everyone is having so 

much fun showing us what the 

word is. 

  

It's Pancake Day Race February 

28! In England the celebration is a 

lot of fun. For the last 4 years at 

school I've celebrated with my 

little students the race flipping the 

pancakes as we run across the 

room. Then we settle down to a 

yummy snack of pancakes, honey 

and strawberries. Here is the 

video we watch each year that we 

have done the race in Preschool.  

https://www.youtube.com/

watch? v=T0pdkiBy3ZQ 

PRESCHOOL 

MUSIC 

ary, the students in grades 1 – 2 

have been learning the names of 

the Brass and Wind Instrument 

families. They have listened to 

short clips of each of the instru-

ments in these 2 families, and 

have also had pop quizzes to 

reinforce the names of these 

instruments. They also enjoyed 

listening to the classical compo-

sition called “Peter and the 

Wolf” by Russian composer 

Sergei Prokofiev, played by the 

Vancouver orchestra. The com-

position is a story narrated by 

the conductor, and brought to 

   During the month of Febru- life by an instrument for each of 

the story characters. The stu-

dents in grade 3 have continued 

to learn about the origins of 

Country and Gospel Music in 

American culture. They have 

listened to Gospel choirs singing 

traditional Gospel songs. In Kin-

dergarten, the children have 

enjoyed learning more about the 

difference between songs with 

fast tempo and slow tempo, and 

are able to distinguish between 

the two. 

“This week we 

started to 

learn about 

Verbs” 
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The first grade students were very 

happy to greet new friend in our 

class. It is always nice to have new 

friend and learn something new 

about one more culture in our class, 

this time it's Egypt! 

The focus of our English lessons has 

been on past-,present-. future tense. 

Spelling alternatives 'p' and 'pp', 'b' 

and 'bb', 'c', 'k', 'cc' and 'ck', 'ch' and 

'tch', 'g', 'j' and 'ge'. Students have 

also learnt how to plan and draft an 

opinion paragraph independently and 

edit an opinion paragraph. Students 

have been doing a lot of reading in 

class, which they really enjoy. They 

are also answering questions about 

the text orally and in writing.  

In the Maths lessons, students have 

been reviewing congruent shapes and 

money. This unit focuses on: sub-

traction, addition and number hun-

dred chart skills.  They have learn 

counting by 2's, by 5's and by 10's. 

Students spent some time reviewing 

even numbers, odd numbers, calen-

dar and talk about tally marks.  

 Finally, thank you Miss Vera for a 

wonderful  cake and chance to make 

our Valentine's day very sweet and 

jummy ! 

During French lessons the first grade 

class children can now use "Février" 

to tell the date. They read the story 

"Les trois Ours" and are now famil-

iar with members of the family " 

maman, papa, frère et sœur". They 

can talk about the different elements 

in the house of the three bears and 

about sizes (petit/moyen/grand). 

They are aware of sensations such as 

cold, hot, soft and hard. Finally, they 

started to learn and talk about the 

weather.  

<,>, =. Last week we focused on 

subtracting two-digit numbers using 

quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies. 

We also reviewed identifying time a 

quarter ago, half an hour ago and one 

hour ago and a quarter before, half an 

hour before and one hour before. 

Science 

Same as in English classes, due to 

extended weeks in February we were 

able to cover two Units in Science. 

Unit 6 was devoted to E arth and its 

resources. Students enjoyed explora-

tion of variation of natural resources 

and how humans use them. We also, 

talked about weather in our All about 

weather Unit. In Unit 7 students did a 

research and monitored the weather 

change in Tirana, Albania for two 

weeks. They also learned what factors 

affect on the weather. Grade 2 stu-

dents are enthusiastic on the school’s 

program of improving reading skills of 

students through 

www.readtheory.org . Please, 

support your child if he/she wants to 

read at home on the site. It will give 

our class a chance to win a pizza party 

on Fridays and improve your child’s 

It was quite intense month for all of 

us. Children worked hard over the 

month to catch up the week we 

missed in January due to severe 

weather. Grade 2 students focused 

on feeling empathy towards their 

classmates and people around them. 

English 

Over the month student completed 

two Domain Units. They enjoyed 

exploring history of the United States 

through the Domain named 

“Westward Expansion”. In this Unit 

children learned how development of 

technologies and transportation 

affected migration processes in the 

US during 1800s. Unit 7 is called 

“Insects”. Students inquired into 

comprehension of life cycles of in-

sects. As part of English grammar, 

students learned antonyms, syno-

nyms, irregular nouns and making 

plural nouns by adding -s or -es to 

the end of the noun. 

Math 

In our Math classes students inquired 

in cutting a geometric shape and 

making a new shape. They learned 

how to use symbols of comparison 

reading comprehension 

skills. 

 Second graders know how 

to say and spell the month " 

Février". They worked on 

Unit 5 in which they learned 

how to count and say the 

numbers up to 21. They can match 

the written word to the number up 

to 21 and can spell them at least up 

to ten. They moved on to Unit 6 and 

can now talk about their age and 

birthday.  

FIRST GRADE 

SECOND GRADE 
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LANGUAGE ARTS  

During reading time, the 
Peacemakers got a more detailed 
look into the human body and 
learned about the seven specific 
functions it carries out. They 
learned how every bone has bone 
marrow inside which produces red 
blood cells and fights infections. 
They learned where the axial and 
appendicular bones are and the 
differences. Bones, as they 
discovered, are connected by three 
types of joints, immovable, 
movable, and partially movable. 
As the Peacemakers were also 
learning about joints, they got a 
little history lesson about who 
Achilles was and the tendon 
named after him. In the nervous 
system lesson, the students were 
intrigued about nerve cells passing 
messages along the spinal cord by 
electrical impulses. They 
discovered more details about the 
nerve cell, its cell body and 
dendrites and how they pass 
impulses as well. The students 
learned about different types of 
reflexes, such as sneezing and 
blinking. Mostly, our 
Peacemakers had fun trying to 
solve riddles about the body 
functions! Here’s one for you to 
solve: I am a very strong muscle. I 
contract rhythmically without you 
having to control the speed of the 
beat. What am I?  

 

The Peacemakers were very intrigued by the human 
body as we learned about the different human body 
functions. The students began the unit by 
understanding why the skeletal system is an 
important part of the human body and what it does. 
They continued learning about what bones are made 
of, why they are important, and how to keep them 
healthy. They learned about the muscular system and 
the different types of muscles such as the voluntary 
and involuntary muscles. Related to muscles, they 
learned about the different types of joints in the body 
as well as where tendons and ligaments attach. They 
also learned that the nerves they have in their bodies 
are in charge of sending messages to their brains so 
the brain can tell their bodies how to act. Without 
nerves, they learned they couldn’t use their five senses 
at all! The most intriguing part was learning about 
the brain, its three different sections, and how each 
hemisphere of the brain is responsible for controlling 
the opposite side of the body. They learned about the 
parts of the ear and the process of hearing. Finally, 
they discovered the wonders of the eye and how the 
entire process of “seeing” occurs in less than one 
second. The Peacemakers also got a chance to watch 
a video on a LASIK surgery procedure and were 
keen on naming each part of the eye they saw, even 
though at times it was a difficult task to keep their 
eyes on the screen! 
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The Peacemakers have been very 
curious about science and technology 
and how it relates to us as a society. 
They know that because technology is 
the study of art or process, it is 
constantly changing. To their surprise, 
technology could be as simple as a pencil 
or as complex as a cell phone. They have 
discovered that many things have 
changed from the past until now. It is 
because of technology that phones, cars, 
and cameras function in a much 
efficient way. Every Peacemaker has 
had their own experiences with 
technology from using the bathroom 
sink, to heating their food on a stove, to 
sitting in a chair and writing on a desk 
made from wood, and travelling in a car. 
They are now more aware of the 
differences technology brings into their 
lives. When asked what inventions they 
would create using new technologies, 
their answers were very innovative! 
Some decided they would want to create 
a single remote for many functions such 
as turning on the AC, the lights, the 
TV, and the computer. Others opted for 
different technologies, such as pressing 
one button to turn a wall into a walk-in 
closet or a self-cleaning and self-drying 
whiteboard. The Peacemakers’ 
imaginations ran wild with this one and 
ideas kept streaming in. They realized 
that technology is not just a luxury, but 
it can also be a very useful resource to 
help others. Currently, the Peacemakers 
are busy being junior engineers and as a 
team they are constructing their own 
model bridge from scratch. I can’t wait 
to see the final result! 

 
 

In math, our Peacemakers have learned about 
rectangles and calculating their lengths and 
widths. We started off the multiplication 
lessons by discovering that addition problems 
can translate into multiplication problems if 
there are more than two addends of the same 
number. The Peacemakers received a 
multiplication table to start practicing their 
facts in class and at home. They learned the 
basics of multiplying 0s, 1s, and 10s. We 
continued practicing multiplication facts from 2s 
to 5s.  We discussed square numbers briefly and 
delved into the world of measurements. The 
Peacemakers learned the difference between 
calculating the perimeter of a square and 
rectangle and calculating the area of those 
shapes. Where perimeter is calculated by 
adding all the sides, the area is calculated by 
multiplying two different sides. Thereafter, we 
continued with more practice of our 
multiplication facts and learning about the 9s. 
The Peacemakers learned a neat way to check 
if the products of the 9 factors were correct. If 
they multiplied the factors of 9 up until 10, the 
sum of the product’s two digits should add up to 
9! It’s a fun way to check their answers until 
they are more confident with their 9 facts. 
There is still more multiplication practice in 
progress. Recently, the Peacemakers have been 
learning about angles, congruent shapes, 
parallelograms, and polygons. 
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 In French class, the fourth graders 

studied Unit 5 In Jojo 2 about free 

time and hobbies. They can say and 

ask what they like to do outside of 

school. They can conjugate "er" verbs 

such as "aimer, jouer, manger ...". 

They learned the names of 

different games they can play. 

They now know how to say 

and spell the month " 

Février". Finally, they did 

some revision exercises about 

Unit 0 to 5.  

  During English, the 4th 

Graders are continuing with 

the challenging text, “Treasure 

Island”, which is full of figura-

tive language. In addition to 

the reading comprehension and vo-

cabulary they will also be introduced 

to coordinating conjunctions and 

dialogues in stories. 

   For Science they have briefly re-

viewed experiments and the scientific 

method. They have also studied eco-

systems and habitats as we move on 

toward the environment. 

  During Math, we worked on parts of 

fractions,  comparing fractions and 

how to write numbers from least to 

greatest using fractions . In Geometry 

we  concentrated on polygon classifi-

cation, polygons, and quadrilaterals 

with an explanation of the concept of 

similar and congruent figures.  

   For Social Studies, the fourth grade 

is discovering the world; mountains 

and how they are formed and their 

geographical locations. A study of 

Mount Everest showed how the 

mountain continues to grow, and how 

people are continuing to discover its 

dangers and beauty. Latitude and 

Longitude, and the tropics are giving 

students an idea as to how to locate 

places all around the world, even 

when they are difficult to find. Time 

and direction depend on this 

knowledge. Water is a major geo-

graphical feature, and we are discov-

ering how water changes the whole 

geographical make-up of the world. 

Oceans and rivers are constantly 

changing the shape of the Earth, and 

we are exploring the unique water 

landmarks of the globe 

FOURTH GRADE 

SIXTH GRADE 

will begin work on a multimedia 

presentation on the same topic. 

   During Math lessons we studied the 

concept of percent, writing percent-

ages as fractions and turning fractions 

into percentages. We are now moving 

on to number line graphing ,ordering 

and comparing integers on a number 

line.  

   Sixth grade is busy studying the 

Roman Empire, which basically ruled 

the world for many centuries. How 

did it begin, and where? 

Were the Romans borrow-

ers of other cultures? How 

were they able to maintain 

their dominance for so 

long? What was the back-

ground of the Republic and 

what type of government 

was formed? The twelve 

tablets were early laws set 

up by the government as 

examples of how stable the 

government was. New 

During French lessons the Sixth grad-

ers learned how to talk about the 

personalities of people. They can say 

what are their qualities and defaults. 

They also know how to ask something 

to someone using the verbs "pouvoir" 

and "vouloir". They created a dia-

logue that they performed in front of 

the class using what they have learned 

in Unit 4. They also had an end of 

Unit test on the three skills: listening, 

reading and writing.  

   For Science we have been learning 

about plate tectonics, mountains and 

mountain building, and the rock 

cycle. We are finishing our Dynamic 

Earth series and will soon move on to 

our next textbook.  

   The 6th Grade English class will be 

wrapping up their research papers on 

natural disasters. I look forward to 

learning more about waterfalls, volca-

noes, cyclones, and tornadoes. After 

the research papers are finished, they 

innovations in building, roads public 

works , and other things allowed 

fresh changes and continuous im-

provements within the system. The 

military organization enabled the 

Empire to dominate against invaders 

and enemies around the Roman 

world. The students are discovering 

how all these elements led to an em-

pire that, even after it was dissolved, 

lent its influence to the rest of the 

world in ways that are continuing 

today. 

“During French 

lessons the Sixth 

graders learned 

how to talk about 

the personalities of 

people” 
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In French class, the seventh grad-

ers finished Unit 5 with a test in 

which they were very successful. 

They moved on to  Unit 6 about 

clothes. They revised clothes and 

colours and know how to agree 

the colour to the clothes "ex; une 

jupe blanche". They talked about 

uniforms around the world. They 

revised how to ask the permis-

sion to do something using the 

verbs "vouloir, pouvoir, devoir".  

   During English, the 7th Grade 

students have been writing their 

research papers on a reputable 

person. They will be finishing 

their papers on Angelina Jolie, 

Bill Gates, and Donald Trump. 

There will be some interesting 

legacies in this group and the 

students will be preparing a mul-

timedia presentation on their 

famous person, after their papers 

are done. 

   For Science, the class studied 

cells, cell respiration, and cell 

reproduction. Completing that, 

we have moved on to our next 

workbook covering the human 

body and its systems. 

    For Math we spent this month 

on geometry. We also began a 

more thorough look into angles 

and types of angles,  triangles, 

quadrilaterals, and classifying and 

constructing triangles and quadri-

laterals.  

   Social Studies saw the Seventh 

graders in the midst of discover-

ing the reasons why the Renais-

sance began in 'Europe when it 

did. Europe was in the midst of 

the medieval period, when little 

was happening to change the 

social order in 'Europe. Many 

events and superstars began to 

appear that were catalysts to 

the changes that would occur 

rather quickly in Europe. The 

class is deciding whether the 

Renaissance would have oc-

curred, even without many of 

these events taking place. Was 

it inevitable? What was the 

evidence that society was ready 

for change. Was there new think-

ing going on that would cause 

changes to happen regardless of 

whether circumstances changed 

or marched along in the direction 

that they actually did. Art, reli-

gion, social changes, disease, 

science, and exploration were 

among the many things 

that brought the Renais-

sance into the forefront, 

which we are discussing as 

examples to the move-

   In English, we have been work-

ing on more specific research 

papers, ranging from the Panthe-

on to Michelangelo's David. They 

are continuing to work hard on 

creating a focused and well orga-

nized paper while using MLA 

formatting standards. 

    In Grade eight we concentrate 

on the concept of functions, gra-

phing and writing functions, and 

classifying functions into linear 

and nonlinear functions. The 

advanced group worked with 

absolute value functions and 

piecewise  functions while the 

standard class continued with 

graphing and writing different 

linear equations. The final week 

of February we began square 

roots,  exponential functions, and 

During French lessons, the Eight 

graders carried on with Unit 3 in 

Vite 2. They can talk about the 

weather and talk about time du-

ration. They presented the 

weather forecast of Albania in 

class and had an end of Unit test 

on the three skills: listening, 

reading and writing. They talked 

about French-speaking countries 

in Europe. They moved on to 

Unit 4 about holidays.  

     For Science, we have been 

studying  about matter and ener-

gy and especially, the Laws of 

Conservation. We practiced 

balancing chemical equations 

directly and through substitution 

and even conducted a small activ-

ity using electricity to split water 

atoms. 

properties of square roots. 

   Finally, in Social Studies 

grade eight is exploring 

the reasons for the onset 

of World War I. There 

are many reasons why the 

war was unavoidable, and 

the class will be exploring 

what was happening 

around the world, as well 

as in Europe. They are discover-

ing why the US was remaining 

neutral in the beginning, and why 

the various alliances were actual-

ly a detriment to the march to 

war. Could it have been avoided? 

We are asking this question and 

are examining what might have 

changed the course of the con-

flict, so that it could have been 

avoided. 

SEVENTH GRADE 

EIGHTH GRADE 
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A L B A N I A N  

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C H O O L  

kallëzuesin dhe interpretuan 

bukur komedinë “14 vjeç 

dhëndër “ të Andon Zako 

Çajupit. 

Mësusja e gjuhës shqipe Sanie 

Cufe. 

Në lëndën e gjuhës shqipe 6 

nxënësit dinë të dallojnë klasat 

e fjalëve ;emrin,mbiemrin 

foljen, përemrin dhe në lëndën 

e  leximit lexojnë rrjedhshëm, 

shprehen lirshëm. 

 

Klasa e shtatë. 

Nxënësit e kësaj klase janë më 

të rregullt, vijnë më të përgat-

itur dhe dallojnë qartë klasat e 

fjalëve,shprehen më bukur në 

punët me shkrim. 

Klasa e tetë. 

Në lëndën e gjuhës shqipe 

arrijnë të dallojnë qartë 

gjymtyrët e fjalisë, kryefjalën, 

ALBANIAN LANGUAGE CLASS 

D R E A M  B I G G E R - L E A R N  

B E T T E R - S H I N E  B R I G H T E R  




