
Last month saw our third 

through eighth grade students 

take a field trip to Lehza. First, 

they visited the tomb of Skan-

derbeg at the foot of the castle 

hill where the tour guide pro-

vided some biographical and 

historical information  on the 

life of Skanderbeg. 

    Then, after an arduous climb 

up a winding road, the students 

spent time exploring Lehza 

Castle. Dating back to the Illyr-

ian times, this castle has 

been witness to much of 

Albania’s long history. 

   Today the city of Lehza 

remains a transportation 

hub as it connects major 

national highways, rail-

ways and the port of 

Shengjin. Lezha has good 

connections with 

Montenegro, 

Macedonia and 

Kosova.  

Lezha Field Trip 
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Winter Break 

    AIS Winter Break dates are 

from 23 December, 2017 

through 8 January, 2017. 

School will re-open for classes 

on 9 January, 2017.  

   In order to accommodate our 

parents with extended plans 

over the holidays, our school 

Christmas Concert will be held 

on Tuesday, December 20th at 

the Bar UNT located behind the 

Fakulteti I Historise dhe 

Filologjise building.  The show 

will be from 1:00 PM to 3:00 

PM.  

   First semester report cards 

will be available for parental 

pick-up on 22 December, 2016. 
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This month, we have had 3 new 

children join the younger Pre-K 

class. Along with the change of 

weather, I have been teaching 

them new  vocabulary related 

to the Winter season. Review-

ing warm clothing items such 

as: jacket, gloves, mittens, 

scarf, hat and boots have been a 

part of our daily part Circle 

Time activity. By using posters, 

we are helping the children 

make connections between 

what vocabulary they have 

been learning to the clothing 

items they have on.  For social 

skills, we have emphasized  the 

ongoing need to take turns 

when playing outdoors in the 

playground, extending this also 

to when the children take turns 

with classroom puzzles and 

play stations. For math skills 

until now, most children have 

learned to count from 1-10. 

They enjoy counting objects 

around their environment, and 

like to participate in little 

games of counting small shapes 

of various colors. Since the last 

week of November, I have ex-

tended their daily counting 

activities until number 13. 

steps. All of the children can 

confidently dance to simple 

tunes. Some of the older girls, 

Voli, Aisa, Perla, Martina and 

Era have done the choreogra-

phy for one of our Christmas 

Show songs: "Santa Claus is 

Coming to Town". We have 

been practicing several songs 

and dances for the show in the 

middle of December. 

 

Albanian History Month! I 

made posters of some of the 

interesting things around Alba-

nia including some of the his-

torical places and people. By 

the end of November all of the 

children could identify each 

place or thing. We listened to 

music from several provinces, 

dances from around the coun-

try, learned about the flag, food 

and animals in our country.  

 

Our Community Helpers this 

month were dancers and actors. 

We acted out the story 

"Goldilocks & the 3 Bears", 

"The Sky is Falling", "Pat a 

Cake" and "Cinderella". These 

were part of our story time in 

the afternoons.  

 

We bought several new 100-

150 piece puzzles, new paint 

brushes, color books, Peppa Pig 

characters, a new doll house, 

and shopping center and set up 

sensory activities each morning 

before school begins. I created 

a "Ben and Holly" memory 

matching game which the chil-

dren enjoy playing the after-

noons. 

 

Cooking Class: We made 

Snowmen Waffles! Yummy! 

 

We are preparing for our shows 

in December and can't wait to 

show you!  

November was a month of 

change for most of the older 

preschool children. They have 

become fluent in their English, 

made progress on learning to 

read, write and have more con-

trol of their artistic faculties.  

 

We have been learning to sing 

on key and with expression. We 

are also leaning more dance 

Pre-K News Ms Barbara, Ada and Ema 

Pre-K class (3-4 yrs.) – by Bernadine Wolford 

NOVEMBER NEWS  

We made 

Snowmen 

Waffles! 

Yummy! 

Page 2 



Newsletter 

Kindergarten has had a fun, 

busy and productive month.  

In the listening and learning 

area we have been learning all 

about plants, and the wonderful 

ways in which they enrich our 

lives. 

Learning about plants and all 

living things is a very important 

area for children. Students will 

gain a fundamental understand-

ing of the parts of plants and 

how they grow. This 

knowledge will lay the founda-

tion for a broader understand-

ing of ecology and the im-

portance of all living things in 

our world.  

We are delighted that our stu-

dents have begun to read! Stu-

dents can now identify all the 

sounds in the alphabet and have 

begun making connections to 

read full words. We are still 

working on learning more com-

plicated sounds and are busy 

practicing our writing strokes. 

The students are also enjoying 

having some additional ESL 

time 3 days a week, which fo-

cuses on conversational Eng-

lish. Although most of our stu-

dents can understand English, it 

is important that they speak it 

as much as possible, as practice 

makes perfect! 

Our class enjoyed celebrating 

Albania Independence day. 

Students had great fun making 

Albanian flags in class. We are 

looking forward to achieving 

all our learning goals before the 

Christmas break, all the stu-

dents are doing exceptionally 

well in class.  

In math we reached lesson 

45 out of 135 in total. During 

November meetings we con-

tinued putting the dates in 

the calendar, identifying 

days of the week, month, 

date and the year. The pat-

tern of the month was the 

ABB pattern. Other then 

practicing counting and writ-

ing the numbers, some of the 

new concepts we learned this 

month were ordinal position 

to fourth , sorting a  collec-

tion of objects, naming a 

shape piece using three attrib-

utes, identifying and counting 

pennies, and the last one was 

identifying time to the hour. 

For a better understanding of 

the new concept we always use 

manipulatives and make real 

life connections to make the 

lesson interesting and interac-

tive. Pretending we were at the 

store and had to buy items us-

ing pennies was one of the ac-

tivities they liked the most.   

Kindergarten by Ms. Parkes and Mrs. Juli 

NOVEMBER NEWS  
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The first graders have been 

working hard as always. 

This month they started a 

new unit in English lan-

guage lessons. The focus 

of this unit so far has 

been learning how to 

read and write vowel 

sounds such as 'oo', 'ee', 

'ou', 'i_e', 'a_e', 'u_e', 'oi'. 

This has been challeng-

ing but the students are 

making great progress.  

We have also been learning 

about ancient Mesopotamia and 

ancient Egypt. Students have 

begun to use the world map to 

locate different geographical 

locations such as Iraq and 

Egypt. The students are then 

able to show their friends 

where these countries are locat-

ed and discuss this as a class.  

The students have also been 

learning how to identify the 

important rivers in these places, 

and have learnt why rivers were 

so important and vital for these 

ancient civilizations.  

Finally, we have been busy in 

math learning about money and 

currency to help develop their 

mathematical skills. Students 

have focused on learning how 

to count double facts, adding 

one, adding 0, subtracting one, 

and number mi-

nus itself. Inte-

grating money 

problems into 

math teaches 

children matching 

skills and helps to improve 

skills to tackle number prob-

lems such as addition and mul-

tiplication.  

   In French class we finished 

working on fruits and they 

know the song “J’aime les 

fruits”. We moved on to col-

ours. They can show the right 

colour when they hear it. They 

can say the colour and they can 

match the writing as well.  

Unit we covered in our Domain

- Ancient Greek Myths. Stu-

dents inquired into what are 

myths: fiction or nonfiction 

type of text. What are the fea-

tures of main twelve Gods of 

Ancient Greece and where did 

they live. Students enjoyed 

discussing which one is more 

powerful and which one is their 

favorite 

Science 

Last month Grade 2 was ex-

posed to an exciting topic in 

Science- All about plants. They 

discovered what the basic needs 

of the plants are, what their 

parts are and how plants repro-

duce. They inquired in what 

children as human beings could 

do protect our planet. 

     In French, Second grade 

finished working on school 

supplies. They created a dia-

logue in pairs, where they 

asked each other questions 

about how they are, what is 

their name, what they have 

in their bags or pencil cases 

and performed it in front of 

the class. They finished unit 

3 in Jojo 1, learning school 

subjects and verbs related to 

them. 

During November Grade 2 

students were working on such 

Primary learner’s attitudes as 

Cooperation and Communica-

tion. Children explored how 

working together and support-

ing each other could be joyful 

and pleasant. 

Math 

This month students were ex-

ploring different strategies of 

using addition with 2-digit 

numbers. They also created 

Venn and Bar graphs apply-

ing their knowledge in the 

real life situation. Using pen-

nies, nickels and dime rose 

some tricky questions on 

solving problems in buying 

goods. 

English 

It was a quite adventurous 

2nd Grade by Ms. Saodat Khaitova 

1st Grade by Ms. Inesa Vaicaityte 
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adventurous Unit we 

covered in our Domain- 

Ancient Greek Myths.”  
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During reading, the Peacemakers had a 

wonderful time learning about some new 

expressions and idioms in the English 

language. Popular idioms such as “let 

bygones be bygones” and “one rotten apple 

spoils the whole barrel” were mentioned in 

the domain stories to explain tough situations 

that some characters experienced. After 

explaining these idioms, the students had a 

fun time thinking of examples of letting 

“bygones be bygones” and when “one rotten 

apple spoils the whole barrel.” The 

Peacemakers learned that these sayings not 

only applied to the characters in the stories, 

but they could also apply them to real life 

situations. The students then continued on to 

learning about why scientists classify animals 

into groups, the characteristics of how groups 

are determined, and the five groups of 

vertebrates. We also went over how 

important classification is as a skill in any 

subject matter. Not only animals can be 

classified, but objects and information can be 

classified into groups as well.  

Reading 

Ms. Sara’s 3rd Grade Class News 

 

 

In Language Arts, the Peacemakers have 

worked on sound spellings for vocabulary 

words they have learned from the stories 

they’ve read. For extra help, they look up 

the words in their Individual Code Charts 

to find the correct pronunciation. Some of 

the things they have learned are that the 

letters ‘ei’ represent the sound /ee/, the 

letter ‘s’ can represent the sound /z/, and 

the letters ‘tion’ represent three different 

phonemes /sh/ + /ə/ + /n/. The 

Peacemakers are also getting used to 

answering comprehension questions using 

complete sentences and thinking critically 

about why the author uses different 

perspectives sometimes and why a certain 

character speaks in a particular way. We 

have been making connections with some 

of the vocabulary words we learn from our 

stories to our own lives in order to make 

more sense out of them. Some of the 

words learned include journey, disaster, 

interior, loyally, disappointing, and 

amusement. The Peacemakers love 

engaging in class discussions especially 

about the new vocabulary words they 

learn. They enjoy connecting these words 

to their own real life experiences by 

sharing stories and situations related to 
themselves.  

 

Language Arts 



 
In math, our Peacemakers, the experts that 

they are, have been practicing their column 

addition from time to time to make sure they 

are lining up all their numbers according to 

the proper place values. They know that this 

is especially important when adding and 

subtracting money values. They have been 

learning the importance of lining up the 

decimal points and putting the proper dollar 

symbols when adding or subtracting within 

American money story problems. Students 

were also comparing and ordering three or 

more numbers, including numbers with 

decimals, using greater than and less than 

symbols. The Peacemakers also reviewed how 

to subtract across zeros and that they must 

borrow from two consecutive zeros to 

properly find the difference.   

 

Math 

Classroom Happenings 

Ms. Sara’s 3rd Grade Class News 
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In science, the Peacemakers have learned 

a lot about how to describe various ways 

scientists’ record and display data in order 

to communicate results. They learned that 

after gathering their data, it is important 

to organize that information by using data 

tables. In order to display the data, 

scientists use bar or line graphs to 

compare data about different events or 

groups. To demonstrate this, the 

Peacemakers measured each others’ 

heights. Each student had 6 similar height 

measurements in centimeters. Those 

measurements were averaged for each 

student. Once the average was found, the 

students had to organize that information 

into their own created data tables. They 

had to include height in centimeters and 

their classmates’ names. Then their task 

was to create a graph that displayed this 

information in the best possible manner. 

All the students decided to use bar graphs 

to accurately display the heights of each 

of their classmates in centimeters. They 

knew they had to label the x and y axes 

and include a title to describe what they 

were presenting. The Peacemakers did an 

excellent job with their bar graphs in 

displaying each others’ heights. Now, as 

junior scientists, they can easily share their 

results as to who the tallest and shortest 

students are in their class.  

 

Science 

 

 

Our students recently took a trip to Lezha to 

learn more about its history, visit Skanderbeg's 

tomb, and climb to the top of Lezhe Castle. The 

Peacemakers had a wonderful time and a fun-

filled day full of adventures!  



They worked on nationalities 

and can now ask where some-

one is from and give infor-

mation about their nationalities. 

They are aware of the differ-

ences in French for feminine 

and masculine nationalities and 

professions. They are now 

learning how to talk about what 

they like and what they do not 

like.  

In grade six Math, we contin-

ued with operations of 

Decimals to include add-

ing, subtracting, multi-

plying, and dividing dec-

imals. We also applied 

this knowledge on real-

world problem solving 

skills. 

    Currently, we are 

learning expressions, 

writing expressions, and 

the properties 

of addition and 

multiplication. 

   In Science, 

Grade 6 has 

just finished 

learning about 

DNA and ge-

netics, and is 

now examining 

evolution and 

the work of 

Charles Dar-

win, with his 

theories of nat-

ural selection. 

They will fol-

low his route around the world 

and develop one of their own, 

as they sail with the currents.  

   In Social Studies then students completed their unit on volcanoes and began learning the Rock Cycle. 

They really seem to enjoy learning about various rock types and their new found ability to identify various 

beach rocks.  

   In November, we continued with our Saxon Math method where we con-

centrated on the concept of mixed numbers and how to Identify them in a 

number line. We also studied the concepts of fractions, fractions of a dollar 

and multiplication facts. Finally, in geometry we focused on reading inches, 

inch rulers, and units of capacity.  

    In French class, the fourth grade finished Unit 2 in Jojo 2 with a test. They 

can describe themselves and someone else, giving information about size, 

shape, hair style, eye colours … They can also ask questions about how 

someone else is physically.  

 

 

Sixth grade Social Studies saw 

the students review the Ancient 

Egyptian River Valley Civiliza-

tion and compare them to the 

early Mesopotamian culture 

along the Tigris and Euphrates 

River banks. They also began 

early work on source citation 

using the Chicago Style to foot-

note their papers. 

   In French class, the Sixth 

graders started Unit 3 in Vite 1. 

6th 

4th Grade 
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which are basic. This material 

is becoming very challenging 

and the students are finding that 

they are putting a good effort 

into the more difficult subject 

matter.  

 

     Seventh Grade Social Stud-

ies completed a brief survey on 

the Rise of Islam . Additional-

ly, they began to learn and 

practice proper source citation 

techniques using the Chicago 

citation style for their foot-

notes.  

    In a grade seven Math, we 

solved equations using addi-

tion, subtraction, multiplica-

tion, division, and by the end of 

this chapter, we were working 

with solving two step equa-

tions. The previous few weeks 

we have been learning about 

inequalities, the concept of 

inequalities, graphing inequali-

ties, and solving inequalities 

through multiple means.  

     Seventh graders finished 

Unit 3 in their French class and 

were very successful for their 

end of unit 

test. They 

now know 

how to 

describe a 

person, 

giving 

infor-

mation 

such as 

their size, 

shape, hair 

style, eye 

colours. 

They can also say where people 

come from, what are their jobs 

and give their opinion.  

 In Science, Grade 7 is concen-

trating on weather, as is grade 

4. Grade 7 is deep into the ways 

weather affects our cli-

mate, and how changing 

weather may be a sign 

of 

Global Warming. Grade 4 is 

learning about weather systems 

and the job of meteorology. 

They will be able to understand 

weather predicting by viewing 

TV forecasts.  

struction among our two groups 

of advanced and grade level 

students. 

The advanced students began 

graphing and writing equations 

with slope intercepting points 

in standard form.  We are also 

studying inequalities and in-

creasing our knowledge for 

Inequalities in math. 

Our grade level students have 

finished transformations and 

are now learning lines, parallel 

lines, angles created by parallel 

lines, and transversals.   

    The world of Science is 

moving along with grade eight 

deep into Chemistry and chemi-

cal properties. We are deciding 

which materials are acidic and 

    Eighth grade Social Studies 

saw the students finish their 

unit on Napoleon and the 

French Revolution. Soon, they 

will begin their unit on the In-

dustrial Revolution and supply 

and demand economics before 

their final exam.  

    In French, Eighth graders 

started working on food, in 

Unit 2 of Vite 2. They know the 

main shops to buy item of food 

and jobs related to them. They 

can say what they eat and drink 

for the different meals of the 

day. They worked on grammar 

and what article to use (articles 

partitifs) to express undeter-

mined quantities.  

     In Grade eight Math, we 

continued differentiated in-

8th 

7th 
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This month we did fitness test-

ing and  assessment of growth 

in physical education 

To help children understand the 

relationship between health, 

fitness, and activity 

To help teacher assess the ef-

fectiveness of the program an 

To track growth and fitness in 

the children 

 

How is test scored: 

The number of push-ups and sit 

ups represents the number of 

correct  push-ups done without 

stopping (no time limited) 

The score for sit and reach rep-

resents flexibility; a score of 15 

represents touching the toes. 

Scores above 15 represent  

reaching beyond the toes 

Cardiovascular fitness is scored 

as (1) similar to most children, 

(2) more active than most chil-

dren, or (3) less active than 

most children. Children who 

are less active than most should 

be encouraged to participate in 

a variety of activities, especial-

ly moderate to vigorous activi-

ties. 

 

During  physical education we 

will be working of fitness.  So 

we expect everyone to improve 

or maintain fitness during the 

year. Normally children will 

grow, so both weight and 

height will also increase.  

Physical Education 
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ESL 

This month in ESL we have 
been focusing on reading and 
comprehension. Each day in 
class we read a new book 
both out loud and in one on 
one guided reading. Listening 
to stories and reading inde-
pendently develops key un-
derstanding and literacy 
skills.  
Students are enjoying these 
sessions and their confidence 
using the English language is 
developing rapidly. We are 
seeing a significant increase 
in the English words used in 
conversations throughout 
class time. I am delighted to 

see all ESL students doing won-
derfully; they are progressing 
very well with their language 
skills. I encourage all parents 
to read aloud to their children 
at home as much as possible. 
Children listen on a higher 
language level than they can 
read, so reading aloud makes 
complex ideas more accessi-
ble and exposes children to 
vocabulary and language pat-
terns that are not part of eve-
ryday speech.  



The AIS family would like to wish you all a  

 

SAFE AND HAPPY 

HOLIDAY 

 

Rr. Elbasanit, No.24,  

Tirane, Albania 10001 

 Ish-Rezidenca Franceze, 

 përballë Ambasadës Amerikane 

www.ais-tirana.org 
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