
Welcome back ! 

 AIS sincerely hopes that everyone had a much-needed happy and healthy 

holiday  break. While shortened due to weather, the students have been very 

busy since returning.  AIS has completed the Winter MAP evaluation sessions 

with excellent results! Our continuing students have shown growth compara-

ble to, and in many cases exceeding, their global counterparts.  Please refer 

to the back page for AIS average growth and see your student’s homeroom 

teacher for class averages and specific cases.  

    The students will have one more MAP evaluation session near the end of 

the school year.  

    Apart from MAP, the students are progressing well through the curriculum  

and continuing to learn exponentially.   

Welcome Back !!! 

4 FEBRUARY TO 4 MARCH SATURDAY SCHOOL 

     As we all know, all 

schools were closed an 

additional week in Tira-

na due to the weather. 

Unfortunately, while 

this extra week off was 

mandated by the Minis-

try of Education it does 

not remove the burden 

of class time required 

by Albanian law.   

    To ensure compli-

ance with the law, AIS 

will conduct school eve-

ry Saturday beginning 

February 4th through 

March 4th to make up 

for the lost week. 

Grades 1-8 will be re-

quired to be at school 

at 8:00 AM (their nor-

mal time) and stay 

through lunch. Stu-

dents pick-up is at 1:00 

PM sharp.  

    Please note that any 

student absence on 

these Saturday’s will be 

recorded as an ab-

sence in their class 

register.  
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Ms Barbara, Berna-

dine, Ada and Ema 

We are so happy to 

have nearly everyone 

back to start the new 

year!  This month we 

are reviewing what we 

have learned since 

September in Reading, 

Writing and Numbers. 

The older children are 

all doing well in every 

subject.  We have add-

ed more words to our 

vocabulary and are 

learning to use these 

new words properly. 

We bought new plastic 

table cloths to use for 

our snack and lunches. 

The children are mak-

ing more of an effort to 

eat nicely and keeping 

the table cleaner.   

We would also like to 

welcome to our class 

little Emili and Lamar. 

This week we made 

strawberry banana ka-

bobs. Everyone had a 

lot of fun making and 

eating our creations. 

 Winter cold and snow , 

it’s going to be a month 

full 

of 

great 

art projects and crafts 

to do . And we have a 

lot of letters to learn  P

( parrot , Penguin from 

plastic bottles Pea-

cock , Panda bear ) Q 

( Queen Quilt ) , R 

( Rainbow , Rab-

bit ,Reindeer  Rib-

bons) ,   S ( Sheep , 

Snake , Seahorse , 

Shell , sailor )  T 

( Tiger , Track , Tur-

tle ,Turkey )  
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Welcome back and happy 2017! It was so exciting to come back to school and hear all the children’s stories about their Christ-

mas and holidays.  

January was a great month for Kindergarten. In CKLA Skills Strand we’re about to finish unit 5 out of ten in total. Other than 

phonemic awareness (identify words beginning with the same 

sound, blending sounds together, identifying and making 

rhyming words) we’ve been working on spelling sounds and 

CVC words.  In this unit they started to read by themselves a 

short illustrated story called “Ox and Men”. It is rewarding and 

it makes us so happy to hear the children read words and 

short sentences by themselves. We continued to practice writ-

ing the letters and words in their workbooks. Using their indi-

vidual pocket charts by spelling words with small letter cards 

is one of the activities they like the most. In the last assess-

ment they all did great by circling all the right dictated words. 

We’re looking forward to start the next challenging unit.  

In CKLA Listening and Learning Strand we’re in unit 6,” Native 

Americans”. By now they should know about whom they were, 

their environment, way of life, housing, food and clothing. They 

enjoy the Native American stories and they respond to the 

questions using the flip book illustrations to check and support comprehension. They can identify the beginning, middle and 

end of a story, identify main characters and character actions.  

In Math we reached Lesson 60. We went on with our routine about the calendar, the pattern of the month using the date cards 

and the number chart. The kids were excited to change the year card this time. The pattern of the month was AABB pattern. Up 

to now we’ve been counting by 1s and we just started counting by 2s and 5s. We’ve been working on basic addition and sub-

traction skills using manipulative and acting story problems. Some interesting lessons for the kids this month were comparing 

objects by weight and exploring geoboards. They enjoyed weighing different objects using the balance, making 2d shapes in 

the geoboards and comparing their attributes. 

Once a week, the Kindergarten children will be able to borrow and enjoy small books from our library that are appropriate lev-

els for students. Please find a safe spot for these books and help your child be responsible for bringing them back on time! 

When your child has had a few days to read the book with you at home, the book will be exchanged for a new one. 

Taking the time to read with your children on a regu-

lar basis sends an important message: Reading is 

worthwhile. 

During Art we will look at Still life : introduce children 

to the terms we use to describe different kinds of 

paintings . Recognize as still life  , mural portrait and 

self-portrait .Discussing the bellowed  examples chil-

dren will be able to create their own works in differ-

ent genres : “ Irises” Vincent Van Gogh , “ Apple and 

orange “ Paul Cezanne .  
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The first grade students 

were very happy to see each 

other after the long break. 

They all had lots of stories to 

share, and such excitement 

to start the new semester! 

The focus of our English 

lessons so far, has been on 

reviewing how to read and 

write the vowel sounds: 'oo', 

'ee', 'ou', 'i_e', 'a_e', 'u_e' and 

'oi'. Students have also 

learnt other new sounds: 

`er`, `ar` and `or`. Stu-

dents have been doing a lot 

of reading in class, which 

they really enjoy. They are 

also making great progress 

decoding new words. 

In the Maths lessons, stu-

dents have been reviewing 

the final unit for the term. 

This unit focuses on: sub-

traction, addition and num-

ber hundred chart skills. 

They have spent some time 

in the computer lab, where 

they practiced their tasks 

using important computer 

skills. 

Finally, after working hard all 

semester, the whole class 

achieved very good results in 

the MAP test - well done to 

all first graders! 

ART 

Texture : Children are going 

to experience both tactile 

( Texture in natural object ) 

and visual texture ( works of 

art )  

Native American Basket , 

How to create a basket with 

real grass  and lane .  

Discussing : “ Little 14 year 

old dancer by Edgar Degas , 

“ Young Hare “ Albert Durer . 

FIRST GRADE 

SECOND GRADE 

this month children inquired 

in counting money, they 

traded dimes, nickels and 

pennies. In our class we 

created symmetrical design, 

as well as learning more 

terms in geometry, such as 

quadrilaterals, congruent, 

polygons. Grade 2 has fin-

ished Workbook 1 in Maths 

and has started Workbook 2 

this month. 

English 

Students read a book titled 

“The War 1812” as a home 

reading resource. In addition 

our class finished reading 

Domain 5 “The War 1812” 

where kids were exposed to 

the history of the USA. Stu-

dents learnt what is Consti-

tution and Independence of 

the country. 

In writing, students practiced 

writing Persuasive letters to 

a teacher and to their par-

ents as their creative writing. 

They also learnt such how to 

use blends –mp, r-controlled 

“e” –at and -ew pattern. 

Science 

In Science Grade 2 complet-

ed the Unit named Environ-

ments for Living Things and 

Earth and its resources. 

Students inquired in how do 

plants and animals need 

one another, how are living 

things adapted to their envi-

ronment, can plants survive 

in different environment and 

how to environment change 

over time. 

ART 

Brefly review from last year : 

portrait , self-portrait and 

still life . Discussing lines, 

shapes colors and textures : 

Details not obvious at first  . 

Recognize as landscape and 

discuss ; Thomas Cole “ The 

Oxbow “ , El Greco “ View of 

Toledo “   

It’s been a 

long and 

rather cold 

winter break 

this year. 

Students 

were very 

excited to 

come back 

from their 

extended 

winter vaca-

tion and are 

looking for-

ward to a hard work in a 

second half of the school 

year. 

 In January grade 2 students 

worked on two specific atti-

tudes of a primary school 

learner. They tried to be 

creative and balanced in 

their study and personal 

lives.  Children practiced 

emphasizing people who 

could control their emotions, 

thoughts and movements 

during school day. 
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Ms. Sara’s 3rd Grade Class News 

Since reading is more emphasized on listening 

and learning, our Peacemakers get to listen to 

amazing and miraculous stories about the five 

animals groups of the animal kingdom lead by 

the lead character, Rattenborough the Rat. 

They have been learning about how animals 

have been classified by scientists into many 

groups based on their shared characteristics 

or traits. They have learned about the 

differences between all five groups of 

vertebrates such as fish, reptiles, amphibians, 

birds, and mammals. 

We even learned a new trick to remember 

all five groups of vertebrates: “All My Best 

Friends Represent Vertebrates.” They 

learned the difference between cold and 

warm-blooded animals as well as 

vertebrates and invertebrates. In reading, 

the Peacemakers get to learn more difficult 

and complex vocabulary such as bask, 

constant, estivate, diaphragm, cartilage, 

glands, dormant, fluctuates, morph, etc. and 

how they relate to each animal group. There 

is still much we have yet to discover in the 

amazing animal kingdom, that the 

Peacemakers are eagerly looking forward to 
learning in the future.  

 
 

Reading 

Language Arts 
We are off to a great start this new year as 

our Peacemakers have enthusiastically 

been reading from Rattenborough’s Guide 

to Animals. They are learning about the 

many groups of animals, their 

characteristics, and new vocabulary words 

related to the groups of animals. Some of 

the new words include warm/cold-blooded, 

in/vertebrate, oxygen, habitat, aquatic, and 

hibernate to name a few. In addition, the 

Peacemakers have been learning about 

new spelling words every two weeks. They 

are required to learn the root word, then 

learn how the word is spelled with the –ed 

and –ing suffixes. Some words they’ve 

learned so far are discuss, submitting, 

patched, grabbing, stretch, translating, 

prepared, smile, and filing. The 

Peacemakers are always eager to take their 

spelling tests since they love practicing and 

studying their words very much during the 

week. They are also well on their way to 

learning English grammar and parts of 

speech such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, 

subjects, and predicates. They know the 

difference between a proper noun and 

common noun and the difference between 

an action verb and a linking verb. We have 

been practicing our grammar so much that 

the students love pointing out when they 

hear good descriptive words in a sentence 

such as “colorful school,” “blue uniforms,” 
and “intelligent students.”  
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Math 
In math our Peacemakers love practicing reading and 

writing numbers through 999,999. It was a challenge for 

them at first, but as always, with a little extra practice 

they are able to distinguish not only the ones, tens, and 

hundreds place, but also the thousands, ten thousands, 

and hundred thousands place. We reviewed addition and 

subtraction story problems again, but this time students 

were required to figure out how to write a number 

sentence from a story problem and create their own. The 

Peacemakers have also been studying about fractions 

and what the numerator and denominator mean in a 

fraction.  

We try to use real-life examples of how we deal with 

fractions on a daily basis, such as eating ¼ of a whole 

pie or eating ½ of an entire pizza. They are learning 

how the part is related to the whole in a fraction and 

what that looks like in picture form and how the 

fraction is read. We’ve practiced dividing different 

shapes such as rectangles, triangles, circles, and 

squares into equal parts and creating our own 

fractions, reading them, drawing them, and explaining 

their meaning. We’ve also been comparing fractions 

with the help of pictures and manipulatives to see 

which fraction is greater than or less than the other. 

Fractions of a group helps them focus on one item or 

concept such as days of the week, coins/marbles, or 

words in a larger amount and how to create unique 

fractions out of them. Once the Peacemakers are 

ready and confidant about fractions, we will continue 

with the next topic of probability.   

 

Science 
In science, the Peacemakers have been 

intrigued about the engineering and design 

process. They have learned about problems 

or flaws in engineering designs such as 

bridges, cars, homes, and everyday 

machines and appliances and how to 

resolve the problems by finding creative 

solutions. They know that in order to solve 

an engineering problem, they must first find 

the problem, plan and build a new structure, 

test and improve it, redesign the structure if 

needed, and finally communicate the results 

to other engineers and the public through 

graphs, reports, math analysis, and the 

news. We’ve been discussing and 

brainstorming problems that we come 

across in our everyday lives that affect us 

and how we can improve or redesign 

something in a more creative and practical 

way. The Peacemakers know how to keep 

the discussion lively by brainstorming ideas 

about problems they deal with on an 

everyday basis, such as keeping a home 

warm to fixing old bridges in the city, to 

designing cars to fixing the plumbing 

system. Other problems and solutions 

discussed more personal to the students 

include how to design shoes that roll and 

designing dresses that fit all sizes. In every 

situation, each student can relate to a 

problem they have encountered in real life 

and come up with creative solutions based 

on the design process they have learned in 

class. They realized that not only will this 

help them, but this can be a way to help 

their communities develop and improve in 

the future. 



Since the beginning of this new year, the students in (grades 2-3) have been review-

ing information about classical musicians, such as Camille Saint-Saens (from 

France); the composer of the symphony called “The Carnival of the Animals”. During 

music lessons, they enjoyed listened to several parts of the symphony such as: “The 

Elephant”, “The Lion”, “The Bumble-Bee”, “The Swan” and “The Aquarium”. They 

were also encouraged to take notes on the bio of Camille Saint-Saens. I wish to 

thank the parents who 

have recently pur- chased 

MUSIC notebooks for the 

purpose of taking notes 

during these les- sons. 

Now that we are ending 

January, I am in-

troducing a new genre of 

music to both grades 2

-3: traditional Ameri-

can country mu- sic. Until 

now, students are learning 

about the songs “Oh! Su-

sanna” and 

“Goodbye Old Paint”. Part of the music lesson is structured for the purpose of learn-

ing about the origins of lyrics and meaning of new vocabulary. Following this part, 

the students then acquire new information about other elements of music, such as: 

the tempo, and different beats of various genres, such as country rhythms. So far, 

they are enjoying the upbeat tempo of traditional American Country Western songs, 

and I plan to continue building on some of this information during next month, with 

new Country songs and traditional dances such as Square Dancing. 

 

Grade 1 students and KG have also been reviewing lyrics to songs they have previ-

ously learned; enjoying marching tunes such as “Grand Old Duke of York” and 

“When Johnny Comes Marching Home”. They are also reviewing names of some 

classical instruments for in the percussion family and string family of instruments. It 

will help greatly for 

students in grade 1 

to also bring a Mu-

sic folder to class 

MUSIC 
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 In English the 4th graders 

are starting a new unit on 

Treasure Island. We will be 

focusing on reading com-

prehension, identifying 

parts of a story, and vocab-

ulary relating to pirates 

and ships . 

   In Social Studies they 

have studied maps. In this 

section they learned about 

latitude, longitude, finding 

grid coordinates, and dif-

ferent types of maps. 

    In Art, we learned 

about Islamic art and 

architecture . We are 

advancing now to anoth-

er culture , The Art of 

Africa ! We will study the 

spiritual purposes and 

significance of many 

African works of art , 

such as masks used in 

ceremonies for plant-

ing ,  harvesting or hunt-

ing .   

    During French les-

sons, the Fourth graders 

started to study Unit 4 in 

Jojo 2 about food. They can 

say what they eat and 

drink for breakfast. They 

also learned food for lunch 

and dinner. Finally, they 

can spell the month 

“Janvier” now.  

   Finally, in Math during 

January we  concentrate in 

the  concept of decimals 

and adding and subtract-

ing decimal numbers Part 

2. We practiced word prob-

lems  about Equal Groups 

and also learned the con-

cept of percentage.  

FOURTH GRADE 

SIXTH GRADE 

into in depth essays.   

   In Social Studies we stud-

ied the geography of Greece 

and how it influenced their 

culture. We also reviewed 

the important battles of the 

Persian War before moving 

next to the Peloponnesian 

War.  

   In French, the Sixth grad-

ers discovered the geogra-

phy of France and did a 

presentation in groups about 

Albania. They moved on to 

Unit 4 In Vite 1 about school. 

They know the vocabulary of 

furniture in the classroom 

and school equipment.  

   In Art we studied; The Re-

naissance – Painting , ( Por-

trait , Fresco , Madonna )  

Sandro Botticelli ,  Leonardo 

Da Vinci , Michelangelo , 

Raphael ,  

Sculpture – Donatello Mi-

chelangelo  . In studying the 

works of this artists we spec-

ified , and in creating their 

own art student should re-

view , develop and apply 

concepts introduced  in pre-

vious grades , such as line , 

shape , form . space tex-

ture , color , light , design , 

and symmetry . 

   During Math, Grade Six 

continued with the chapter 

on geometry learning the  

Area of Parallelograms, Tri-

angles, Trapezoids, and of 

complex Figures. We also 

studied drawing a Polygon in 

a Coordinate Plane.  

In English we will establish 

where the students are with 

formal writing and start on 

research writing skills. We 

will start by reviewing a 5 

part paragraph before diving 

“In Art, we 

learned about 

Islamic art 

and 

architecture “  

Page 6 

December and January 



The 7th grade is starting 

on research writing skills. 

We will be reviewing a 5 

part paragraph where the 

students will outline their 

expectations for English 

class using a formal tone. 

We will be reviewing how to 

research, primary vs. sec-

ondary sources, and writ-

ing a summary paragraph 

before selecting a topic for 

a research paper.  

   In Social Studies the stu-

dents reviewed the Black 

Plague and Peasants Re-

volt  to better understand 

how this influenced the 

social and political world. 

    During French lessons 

the Seventh graders start-

ed to study Unit 5 in Vite 1 

about the daily routine. 

They revised numbers to 

tell the time. They discov-

ered pronominal verbs “se 

lever, s’habiller, se 

doucher …” and how to 

conjugate them to talk 

about their daily routine.  

They can also ask ques-

tions about someone 

schedule.  

For Art, they are working on 

a guideline that we started 

in 6th grade of combined 

art history with analysis of 

specific illustrative works. 

They will examine the char-

acteristic of Post- impres-

sionism in Paul Cezanne’s  

still life such as :  “ Apples 

and oranges “  “Mont 

Sainte- Victoire “ and “ The 

Card Player “ . 

    In Grade Seven Math we 

learned Solving Propor-

tions  three separate ways 

along with interpreting 

Slope and Direct Variation. 

Also we had some Review 

to Prepare Stu-

dents for MAP 

test. 

 

     

SEVENTH GRADE 

EIGHTH GRADE 

is starting on research writ-

ing skills. We will work on 

the parts to a 5 part para-

graph, formal tone, and 

peer review. We will be 

reviewing the skills re-

quired to write a research 

paper and writing a paper 

on a topic of their choos-

ing. Correct citations, using 

the MLA format will be em-

phasized.  

   During French, the Eight 

graders started Unit 3 in 

Vite 2 about weather and 

traditional celebrations. 

They can now say what is 

the weather like using im-

personal verbs such as “il 

neige, il pleut …”. They 

revised big numbers in 

order to tell 

dates and 

years.  

   For Social 

Studies the 

students are 

learning about 

African Imperi-

alism and they 

watched part 

three of the 

acclaimed documentary, 

“Guns, Germs, and Steel”.  

  During Art this month we 

are going to learn about 

the history of the Art of 

Photography  and its artist : 

Edward Steichen , Alfred 

Steiglitz , Dorothea Lange , 

Margaret Bourg- White. 

In Grade eight Math we 

kept working with two 

groups: Advanced and Nor-

mal class 

With Advanced we contin-

ued  with System of linear 

Equations, Solving system 

of Linear Equations by way 

of Graphing, Substitution 

and  Eliminating way. Also 

we started solving systems 

of Linear Inequalities. 

During our regular class we 

continued learning  to 

solve ,write, and graph 

linear Equations.  

Also we had some Review 

to Prepare Students for 

MAP test. 

 For English, the 8th grade 
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This month we have spent a great deal of time working with our first and second and third graders on throwing, 

tossing and catching. Catching and throwing is a vital skill used in participation of most sports: it helps develop 

kinesthetic awareness and involves cross-lateral body movement which has been shown to increase brain function. 

For us, teaching the proper fundamentals of throwing goes hand-in-hand with developing an appreciation for read-

ing because it gives us the opportunity to combine them both. 

This month the 4th -8th graders have been working on their Football skills, they have been focusing on becoming 

proficient in the passing, foot- dribbling, kicking etc. Teaching sport skills such as Football are important in physical 

education because it gives the students an outlet to be active and develop lifelong fitness skills. We spent the sec-

ond two weeks of the month teaching the skills, incorporated the skills into a full class fitness lesson and partici-

pating in games using modified rules to increases the success of every student. 

What to eat in February 

Spring lamb Celery 

Pork                       Cauliflower 

Clementine Onion 

Grapefruit Cabbage 

Radicchio Spring onion 

Bramley apple Chicken 

Banana                 Leek 

 Whiting 

Orange 

Lemon 

Turnip 

Oyster 

Beef 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 



Rr. Elbasanit, No.24,  

Tirane, Albania 10001 

 Ish-Rezidenca Franceze, 

 përballë Ambasadës Amerikane 

Phone: +355 69 47 46 856   

Email: http://www.ais-tirana.org/ 

Albanian International School 

DREAM BIGGER-LEARN BETTER-

SHINE BRIGHTER 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 4TH  

GRADE  CLASS WHO WON A PIZZA 

PARTY AS OUR SCHOOL’S MAP  

EVALUATION  

TOP PERFORMERS. 


