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   We look forward to our 

next gathering of families for 

our Christmas Show and wish 

you all Happy Holidays until 

then.  

Happy Halloween!!! 

   Our Halloween gathering 

was a success thanks to our 

students’ hard work. Magician 

Chris performed an excellent 

show setting the stage for our 

students to take over with 

their performances. Prizes 

were awarded for best Hal-

loween costume and best 

carved pumpkin 

(congratulation respectively to 

Natali Gruda and the Kinder-

garten class).  

   Mrs. Vera cooked some 

delicious foods as well as 

some of our parents and eve-

ryone seemed to enjoy the 

eating almost as much s the 

student performances.  

AIS STUDENT VOLUNTEERS 

     Under the 

care of our 

science 

teacher Mr. 

Bill, our up-

per elemen-

tary students 

sacrificed a 

Saturday morning to give back 

to their community by clean-

ing up trash at a local field 

in Student City.  The stu-

dents cleaned up trash along 

the field and set an example 

for not only the other stu-

dents in Tirana, but for their 

older university peers as 

well. Great job and keep up 

the good work!!! 
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    This month of October, was a busy 

and active 4 ½ weeks in the younger 

Pre-K classroom! We started off with 

activities centered on language devel-

opment, on the theme of Transporta-

tion. This included vocabulary such as: 

car, bus, train, cement truck, road roll-

er, airplane, helicopter, boat, ship, 

bicycle and Taxi.  

     We also had an extension with a 

“Community Helpers” theme, to in-

clude: The Farmer. Through pictures, 

the children learned how Farmers 

contribute to the growth and care of 

many plants that produce vegetables 

for people. Along with this, for an 

entire week I elaborated on the Har-

vest season, and the stages of growth 

of orange Pumpkins!  

     Preceding Halloween, I was able to 

bring a large pumpkin into class for 

the purpose of showing how Pumpkin 

seeds come from the center of this 

large vegetable. Through a Power 

Point Presentation and short science 

clips for younger children, they were 

able to observe the 5 stages of growth 

for squash, as well as orange pump-

kins.  

     On the day before Halloween, the 

children also partook of an activity: 

helping to bake a Pumpkin Pie, with 

all the ingredients used in a traditional 

American recipe. 

Pre-K (3 - 4 yrs) – by Ms. Bernadine Wolford 
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October School Time 

All of our children have settled in 

nicely to their new routines in the 

preschool class. We have learned 

about four new Community Helpers 

for Farmers, Shopkeepers, Transpor-

tation and Circus life. We have a stick-

er farm book that all of the children 

took turns adding stickers to the pag-

es. During our study about circus life 

we went online to watch animals and 

acrobats. The children tried to juggle 2 

balls, laughed at the clowns, oooed 

and ahhhed at the dancing elephants 

and  were surprised by the leaping 

lions and tigers. I found a coloring 

book about the circus so the children 

picked some pictures to color. 

    In Circle Time we expanded our 

basic knowledge about daily life, the 

weather, days of the week, counting, 

shapes and colors and early reading. 

The children also use some of our 

daily Circle Time to tell us what they 

did at home over the weekend.  

Each afternoon we had Story Time 

and Play Acting. We read the books 

"The Three Bears" and "The Sky is 

Falling!" The children also had per-

sonal story time in our library corner 

on the carpet with pillows. In Music 

we learned to sing and dance "The 

Skeleton Dance", "Five Little Ducks", 

"Hickery, Dickery Dock", "One Little 

Finger", and reviewed our songs and 

dances from last year.   

    In Health we continued to learn 

about proper eating habits, good table 

manners  and started to learn about 

the parts of our bodies. learned about 

healthy snacks: fruit and veggies with 

the "Let's Eat Right" posters at Circle 

Time.  

    In Math we learned to recognize 

numerals up to twenty. I have been 

reciting the numbers in order up to 20 

with them and then we play a game of 

guessing what the numbers are out of 

order. That is one of their favorite 

Circle Time activities---to see how 

many cards they can gather. 

    Prewriting & Art put up the flannel 

train letter train tracks on the shelves 

close to our Circle 

Time carpet.  We  are 

learning to match the 

lower case letters to the 

upper case letters. So 

far we have learned 

over 3/4ths of the 

letters.  We are contin-

uing at each child's 

individual pace to write 

their alphabet and 

numbers using both the laminated 

sheets and plain paper.   

    Science Activities: We are continu-

ing with our Autumn season study by 

decorating our double white doors 

with a rainy day scene with George 

and Peppa Pig and pumpkin patch. I 

read them a boo about growing pump-

kins and we looked online at pumpkin 

photos. Some of them were huge!    

    In Art we are learning to color care-

fully inside the lines for better hand-

eye motor control and make special 

projects with Ms Ida several times a 

week. 

    Cooking Activities: Pumpkin Pie 

with Ms Bernadine and tiramisu with 

Ms Barbara. 

 

PRE-K By Ms Barbara Meinel J 
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October Newsletter – Kindergarten  

Kindergarten has had a busy and an 

exciting month. Students have com-

pleted domain 2, which focuses on 

learning about our five senses. This is 

a very important learning area for stu-

dents, as everything that humans 

know about the world comes to us 

through these 5 senses and connects 

to learning about our amazing bodies!   

We have recently started domain 3 

which focuses on important and clas-

sic stories of fiction and folktales. This 

domain is very important as it will 

help students develop an awareness of 

language, making students confident 

readers and writers!  

In the kindergarten skills strand, stu-

dents are working through unit 3. This 

unit focuses on making connections 

between sounds and symbols. Stu-

dents have become confident in 

blending sounds to form new 

words. Students are continuing 

their wonderful work and are 

learning to read!   

As for math we continued with 

our meetings and new concepts 

every day. This month’s meet-

ings were about calendar (identifying 

the days of the week, month, date, 

year), counting by 1’s, identifying next 

number in a sequence, identifying 

missing numbers (1-10) on hundred 

number chart. As part of the lessons, 

they have learned how to place objects 

on a real graph, matching number 

cards to a set of objects, creating AB 

patterns and acting out simple story 

problems. They also have been prac-

ticing writing the numbers every day 

in their workbooks. The third oral 

assessment after lesson 30 was about 

identifying and sequencing the num-

bers 0-10.  

 We urge all parents to read as much 

as they can at home to students, this 

will help them so much. We are more 

than happy to recommend books and 

stories suitable for our kindergarten 

learners!  

Finally, Halloween was a big hit, all 

students had so much fun preparing 

for the big night and decorating our 

classroom! Thank you to al the parents 

for their wonderful costumes! It cer-

tainly was a spooooky affair!!   

KINDERGARTEN Mrs. Juli and Ms. Rachael 
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First grade students managed to 

do so much in October. They 

finished their first workbook 

and,” Snap Shot’’ reader for their 

English lesson, and they are half-

way in their Math workbooks as 

well! All the students had made 

massive progress in all the sub-

jects! 

  The first graders have been 

very busy getting ready for Hal-

loween! Students enjoyed making a pump-

kin spider which they made all by them-

selves! They also presented a few songs at 

the Halloween Show. Well done First grade! 

In French, first grade has been working on 

the story of “La chenille qui fait des trous”. 

They now know the days of 

the week, how to count up 

to 8 and fruits. They can 

sing the nursery rhyme “le 

facteur n’est pas passé”. For 

Halloween week they 

learned the different charac-

ters of this celebration and 

discover the story of “La 

sorcière a froid aux pieds”.  

FIRST GRADE Ms. Inesa 

(pennies and dimes), adding dou-

ble+1. Overall, students are showing 

steady and strong progress in Math in 

general and in these particular topics. 

We completed Unit 3 in our Science 

textbook. This Unit answered the 

question “How do animals live?” chil-

dren learnt what animals need to live 

and how we can help them.  

    In French, second grade has been 

working on school supplies. They can 

show items when being asked, tell 

what they have in their pencil case. We 

are still working on the spelling of 

those items. They also learned about 

the different characters of Halloween.   

        In October, Grade 2 was working on 

improving such learner skills as Respect 

and Care. Students learnt how to show 

positive attitude not only to living but 

also non-living things.  

Grade 2 completed a Second Domain 

which was on Early Asian Civilizations. 

Students learnt about mapping the 

Asian continent and two countries: Chi-

na and India. Children made some con-

nections on how the source of water 

affects development of civilizations. 

They also improved their spelling skills 

in writing such digraphs and blends as -

ou, -ol, -ight and -ir.  

This month Grade 2 inquired about 

measuring temperature, counting money 

SECOND GRADE Ms. Saodat 



 
 

Ms. Sara’s 3rd Grade Class News 
  

Language Arts 
In Language Arts, our Peacemakers 

have been working extra hard on some 

new concepts and vocabulary words 

related to the short stories they read 

each day. Some of the stories they’ve 

read so far include “Aladdin and the 

Wonderful Lamp” and “Alice’s 

Adventures in Wonderland.” In addition 

to reading these stories in class as a 

whole group and as small groups, 

students are focused on the learning 

goals based on the Common Core. The 

Peacemakers have so far learned to 

retell stories read independently, 

determine the main message of the 

story, and explain the story through 

details from the text. They can make 

predictions prior to and while reading 

stories based on the title, images, and 

text. During our discussions, they are 

able to explain ideas and understanding 

in relation to the stories read. They are 

getting better on summarizing stories 

and distinguishing their point of view 

from that of the story’s characters. 

Vocabulary knowledge is steadily 

increasing for our Peacemakers as they 

are learning new words with every new 

story read. With the help of dividing 

words into syllables and the Individual 

Code Chart, our 3rd graders are learning 

and trying their best in using new words 

such as whisk, radiant, glimpse, lurk, 

obey, justly, remarkable, conversations, 

and peculiar. At this rate, our 

remarkable Peacemakers will become 

vocabulary enthusiasts in no time!  

 
 

Reading 
Our Peacemakers have also been listening and 

learning about The Wind in the Willows, a classic 
children’s book from England. This book takes a 
more in depth look into the elements of fictional 

narratives. The 3rd graders are experts at 
explaining literary terms such as dialogue, 

narration, author, characters, plot, and setting. 
They have also learned about and can discuss 

literary tools such as personification, 
perspective, and point of view, as well as discuss 

themes of friendship/loyalty, hospitality, 
responsibility, and irresponsibility. With such rich 
vocabulary usage in each chapter, it’s only fitting 
that our wonderful Peacemakers get acquainted 
with more complex vocabulary words such as 
meandered, dejected, state, postponed, and 
summoned, to name a few. Having so much 

contact with new vocabulary words, the 
Peacemakers will soon become walking 

dictionaries! 
 

Albanian 
International 
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Math 
 No matter how difficult the problem is, leave it to the Peacemakers to take 

on the challenge. With every lesson, our Peacemakers eagerly look forward to 

getting more math homework and working ahead to get ahead. As such, the 

3rd graders can tell you how to add whole numbers by combining groups, 

identify addends and sum in a number sentence, subtract whole numbers by 

separating groups, and represent subtraction using words, numbers, pictures, 

and objects. With a little help using color tiles, they know how and when to 

regroup when adding and subtracting large numbers and they know how to 

work on story problems and then translate them into number sentences. 

They’ve also been learning the importance of rounding in order to estimate 

answers to problems and how place value is crucial to adding, subtracting, 

and comparing large numbers. The Peacemakers have also been well 

acquainted with American coins and bills and can now tell the difference 

between pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, and $1, $5, $10, $50, and $100 

bills. We have been incorporating American money in our story problems and 

lesson practices in order to continue getting more acquainted with American 

currency. Perhaps our Peacemakers will put their practice into use by 

becoming successful little entrepreneurs outside of school! 

 

Science 
 In science, the Peacemakers have been 

more than ready to start intriguing 

investigations, learn new science 

terminology, and finally put them to use. 

As we go through our new science books, 

we’re coming across challenging concepts 

and exciting new experiments to try. For 

their investigation, our Peacemakers went 

on a nature walk to collect some pinecones 

for observation purposes. They used their 

five senses to gather data, form a question 

they were curious to learn about, think of 

hypotheses, and make some conclusions 

about their pinecones. At the end of their 

investigations, the students were thrilled 

at the opportunity to paint their pinecones 

and use them as fall decorations. Students 

continued to learn about how models are 

used by making model airplanes in class. 

They had to write hypotheses about what 

kind of changes would work to make a 

plane fly. We would later test the 

hypotheses by changing a variable, such 

as the material of the plane, and 

measuring the distance it flies. 

. 

 

 

 

Science (cont’d) 
 The students became “pilots” for a little while to 

fly their model planes outside and see how far 

they would go. Based on the distance, they made 

their conclusions. Some of the new science terms 

they have been working with so far include data, 

evidence, microscope, graduated cylinder, and 

temperature. As practice, students are 

encouraged to answer the questions and 

complete the activities in each lesson of their 

new science books to gain better understanding 

of the new terminology and concepts learned. 

 

 
 
 
A hearty congratulations and best wishes 
always to the Peacemakers on the efforts and 
hard work they have put in thus far, not only in 
their classes, but as well as their school 
performances. From European Language Day to 
the Halloween Show, I have been impressed at 
their eagerness and enthusiasm to not only 
practice their poems, songs, and skits, but to 
also put forth good effort in their core classes. 
Great job Peacemakers and keep up the  
good work! 
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    Fourth grade has been working on 

the different parts of the face and the 

body in French. They can label those 

body parts and say where their body 

hurts using the right preposition de-

pending on the gender of the word. 

During Halloween week they discov-

ered some characters of that celebra-

tion and the song “La chanson des 

squelettes”. 

    Fourth-grade science has been stud-

ying senses and forms of matter in 

order to approach the lessons on how 

to do scientific research and how to 

put together information that can be 

used in preparing a scientific study. 

   In Social Studies, the students have 

studied earthquakes and volcanoes 

and took a trip via Google Earth to 

landmark volcanoes around the world.  

   In math, we continued learning  

with Saxon Math. We concentrated on 

arithmetic thinking like 

missing addends, sub-

tracting with regrouping, 

and expanding  forms. In 

geometry we learned 

triangles, squares, rectan-

gles   and circles. Finally, 

we studied measure-

ments with units of length and did 

activities measuring the length and 

width of a different shapes.  

   Finally, in English we began working 

with the Director to find our correct 

placement and regain lost ground in 

our syllabus.  

FOURTH GRADE Ms. Mathilde 

lost ground in our syllabus.  

    During French lessons, the sixth 

graders practiced asking questions 

about names, ages, date of birth. They 

created and performed a dialogue in 

class and did their end of Unit test. 

They also learned the main characters 

of Halloween and we talked about that 

celebration. 

     In math the sixth grade began 

learning  with their new texts.  We 

studied  numbers and operations to 

start the new book, than we continued 

with ordering  operations. In the sec-

ond chapter we worked with factors 

of integer, greatest common factor 

(GCF) and least common multiple 

(LCF). 

    During Social Studies we finished 

studying Mesopotamia and began to 

learn about the geographical influ-

ences of Egypt and how it influenced 

their early civilizations beliefs and 

lifestyle.  

    In Science, the sixth grade has been 

memorizing and learning the steps of 

mitosis and meiosis in determining 

just how life found its way onto our 

planet and has successfully advanced 

from one -celled critters to the multi-

celled organisms that today are the 

noticeable life forms on our planet. 

We will be doing some labs with 

plants, shortly. 

   In English, the sixth grade began 

working with the Director reviewing 

various writing styles and making up 

SIXTH GRADE Mr. Combs 
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AAIS world of science.  Our eighth 

grade is plugged in to the world of 

electricity and other forms of energy.  

We have determined just 

how important magnetism is 

and we are looking at how 

hydrocarbons are being 

phased out as our main 

source of energy, because of 

concerns for global warming. 

We are also considering the 

possibility of establishing an 

ecology club, so that we can 

put what we are learning to 

good use.  

In English, the students worked with 

the Director in re-establishing their 

curricular pace and reviewed different 

writing styles.  

   In Social Studies the 8th grade con-

tinued their review of the French Rev-

olution up through the Directory and 

how this was influenced by earlier 

revolutions. 

 In French, Eight graders continued 

on and finished the unit about jobs 

and hobbies. They can ask questions 

about people's jobs and express their 

desires for their future working life. 

     From the halls of Newton, Ein-

stein, Copernicus,  and  Joe 

Wisnowski here is the latest in the 

EIGHTH GRADE Mr. Bill 

     In grade seven Math we continue 

learning rational numbers and opera-

tions with rational numbers.  

    In Social Studies the 7th graders 

looked at various causes of the decline 

of the Roman Empire. Then they 

studied the basics of the Byzantine 

Empire to prepare to compare similar-

ities and differences in the two em-

pires through the Middle Ages. 

    For Science, the seventh grade has 

been traveling to the outskirts of the 

solar system, and is now back on 

Earth, looking at our atmosphere for 

clues to our global warming problems. 

    In English the students began 

working with the Director to make up 

lost ground in their learning. They are 

currently reviewing styles of writing 

before spending time creating exam-

ples of each style in the future.  

    Finally, in French the seventh grad-

ers started to work on the Unit 

“J’adore”. They learned how to ex-

press their opinion about things, tell 

where people are from.  For Hallow-

een week we talked about different 

traditions to celebrate the day of 

deads, in France and in Mexico.  

 

   

SEVENTH GRADE Mr. Faik 
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Albanian International School 

Dream Bigger - Learn 
Better - Shine Brighter 

Once again, thank you to all the par-

ents who donated to the Foodbank of 

Albania. Your contributions will go a 

long way towards feeding needy fami-

lies during the start of the holiday 

season. As stated before, our AIS par-

ents are shining examples to our stu-

dents and our larger Tirana communi-

ty.  

    Ones true character isn’t 

measured by what you 

have, but what you give. 

FOODBANK OF ALBANIA 

4 Nov. Parent/Teacher Conference 

28 Nov. Flag and Independence Day  

29 Nov. Liberation Day  

 




