ALBANIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

WELCOME BACK
STUDENTS AND PARENTS
AIS would like to welcome
our returning students and
parents, as well as our many
new additions to the AIS
school family. This will be an
exciting and fun filled year
of learning and we are
grateful to have you with us!
Last year saw many positive changes here at AIS and
some of those changes are
already paying dividends.
For instance, our students
are progressing well with
their new curriculum and
are actually outpacing their
academic growth projections from last year.
Our new and upgraded
staff have settled in well and
are doing an excellent job!
The students are learning
new things each day in exciting and creative ways and

that is all due to the expertise of their classroom teachers. I am very encouraged by
their contributions and I
hope you can take the time
to meet them all for yourselves during our first
Parent’s Meeting on October
7th.

look forward to working
with everyone this year to
provide our students with
the best education in Albania!

Aside from our monthly
parent’s meeting, AIS will
establish a Parent Council in
the upcoming weeks who
will meet separately with the
AIS administration as an
advocate for the student
and parents. This will be a
much more active council
than previously, so I encourage anyone who has the
time to please speak to me
personally.
Once again, I offer a sincere welcome to all and I

CEESA conference in Bucharest
Our new 3rd grade
teacher Ms. Siddiqui and our
Director Mr. Combs recently
travelled to Bucharest, Romania for a 3-day training
conference focused on
MAP/MPG assessments.
They attended several workshops on better use of MAP
data and have used that

knowledge to further train our
teachers here at AIS. They
both contributed to multiple
professional forums concerning transforming theory into
practical classroom applications and look forward to helping our students reach their
full potential.

DREAM BIGGER—LEARN BETTER—SHINE BRIGHTER

PAGE 2

SEPTEMBER NEWS

PRESCHOOL
We are so very happy to have a new
large Preschool class this year at AIS.
We also have a new teacher to help
with the large amount of kids: Ms Bernadine Wolford.
September School Time
This month the new children settled in
quicker than last year! We were able to
incorporate the Community Helpers for
September: Farmers & Shopkeepers.
In Social Studies we learned the song,
"Roll the Bobbin Up" for European Language Day, and looked at videos of
London.
Each afternoon we had Story Time
and Drama. We read the book "The
Three Little Pigs" and "The Ginger Bread
Man". The children had lots of laughs
acting out the stories and using the
puppets for added fun. The children

also enjoyed a place on the carpet in
the afternoons to lie down with pillows
and look at books.

The children love to help us set up the
Star Jump carpet to begin the dance
and exercise routines.

In Health we learned about healthy
snacks: fruit and veggies with the "Let's
Eat Right" posters at Circle Time.

Sensory Activities: I set up 2 trays with
multi colored glass beads and containers to divide them up into. Everyone
loved this activity and I had to make it
available from the early morning arrival
times until we started Circle Time at
9:15. This activity eclipsed the Play
Dough Table!

In Math we learned to recognize numerals up to ten and to add the dots on
the dice when we played board games.
Prewriting & Art activities this month
included tracing letters and wiggly lines
on the laminated pages. By the end of
the month most of the older children
had accomplished writing letters A, D,
P, O, and C. They are also learning to
write their names neatly.
We are having Music: & Dance after
Lunch in the little children's school
room with Just Dance Kids, Simple
Songs, and Debbie Doo on YouTube.

room door is a poster we painted
with a tree and colored leaves
falling from it.

wash hands, taking turns on the
swing-sets and slides during outdoor
play (weather permitting).

In Art we are learning to color
carefully inside the lines for good
hand-eye motor control and make
special projects with Ms Ida several times a week.

Apart from this, during the morning lessons I have introduced 2
Nursery stories: “Gingerbread Man”
and Three Little Pigs”. Along with the
repetition of these 2 stories, the children begin learning the vocabulary
that comes along with the main characters: run, bread, man, fast, brothers,
house, wood, sticks, bricks, straw and
blow.

And we mustn't forget our FunDay Fridays, Show & Tell and funny activities to round off the week.
We made Ginger Bread Boy cookies last week.
If you would like to follow up
on what we are doing in Technology, here are the web sites we
use: www.starfall,
www.abcya.com
Pre-K ( 3 year olds) - by Bernadine
Wolford
Overall, it has been a good
month in Pre-K. During the first 2
weeks of September, the younger
Pre-K children have adapted to the
environment as well as Daily Routine. They have been learning
basic procedures in the Pre-K setting; such as, the right way to

We also are playing "Where am I?"
with my tiny red ladybug as we wait for
out parental pick-up in the afternoons.
You should hear the laughter and giggles as they search for the little ladybug!
Science Activities: We celebrated the
change of the season by going out into
the back playground to collect colored
leaves and dried flowers. On our school

Other subjects introduced: “All
about me” –which includes Body Parts
and vocabulary (eyes, ears,
mouth, nose, hair, arms, legs).
They are beginning to learn
songs, such as: “Head and Shoulders”, as well as “Wind the Bobbin
Up” and “Open, Shut Them”—
songs about the working with
hands. Over this last period of
September, the children are also
learning to make friends among
the new children, and generally
cooperating better during the
lesson times.
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KINDERGARTEN
We are off to a great start in kindergarten this year! It has been a busy few
weeks as children learned classroom
routines and curriculum material. The
first four weeks of school were challenging for kindergarten students as they
transitioned from the summer months
to the full days of school.
We look forward to working with
you and your child during this exciting
school year.
Our Core Knowledge Language Arts
program is broken into two strands, a
Skills strand and a Listening & Learning
strand.
This last week we finished the first
unit of the skills strand and already started the second one. The purpose of the

first unit was to increase students’
awareness of environmental noises and
words within sentences. The ability to
hear and blend sounds is crucial for
reading and writing , so increasing
students’ awareness of the sounds they
hear was really important. The workbook of this unit was mostly about prewriting skills. They learned how to draw
a number of writing strokes used to
create letters (e.g., horizontal lines, vertical lines, circles, etc.) They also learned
the meanings of various position words
(e.g., right, left, top, bottom, etc. We
concluded the unit with a sound blending pretest and a writing strokes assessment.

“Nursery Rhymes and Fables”. The students were introduced to nursery
rhymes and fables that have been favorites with children for generations. They
had fun learning classic rhymes like
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star,” “Humpty
Dumpty,” and “Hickory, Dickory, Dock,”
as well as classic characters such as
Humpty Dumpty and Little Miss Muffet.
Mother Goose and other traditional
poems help students learn vocabulary
and build phonemic awareness. By listening carefully to nursery rhymes and
repeating or reciting them, students
developed an awareness of language
that will help them become better readers and writers.

As part of the Listening & Learning
strand we finished the first domain

In math we’re at lesson 15 out of 135
in total. Saxon Math lessons are divided

into two portions-the meeting and
the lesson. During September
meetings we‘ve been counting
and learning about calendar and
days of the week. During lessons
we have been practicing counting
to ten with one to one correspondence, identifying shapes,
naming, sorting and comparing
two dimensional shapes, understanding and recognizing “how
many” in a set of objects, sorting
and classifying objects by size,
number and other properties.
They had fun exploring pattern
blocks and linking cubes, covering
designs using pattern blocks and
creating an AB pattern by using
linking cubes. They have practiced
writing numbers 0-10 every day in
their workbooks.
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FIRST GRADE BY MS. INESA
September flew by quite fast, but the
first grade students managed to do so
much! First of all students got to know
each other and made some new
friends. They have also become good
friends with their homeroom teacher,
Ms. Inesa, and learned how to follow
the teacher's directions, rules and discipline which is very important in the first
grade.

worked on creating beautiful posters
for European language day, learning
names of animals and the different representation of sounds in various languages. Now that language day is over,
1st grade is working on the story of the
hungry caterpillar and learning new
vocabulary.
In Art, it was hard for them to under-

stand what we were learning but after
watching different movies and clips they
improved greatly. Now it’s time for the
secrets of the Ancient Egypt, the Pyramids’, The Sphinx, and the Pharaohs.
We would like to wish Ninette a happy
birthday! We hope you enjoyed your birthday songs with your classmates and we
hope you have a great year!

The students learned how to follow
the calendar, how to write down the
full date. They have been following the
weather characteristics every day and
making weather graphs, which they
find very interesting.
The first graders have been very busy
getting ready for "European language
day''. Students sang a Lithuanian song
with Ms. Inesa, and a song in French
with Mrs. Bernadine. They also presented animal sounds in many European
languages with Ms. Mathilde.
In French, first grade students now
know how to say their name and how
they are. They can sing the song
“Bonjour, comment ça va?”. We also
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Second grade by ms. saodat
It is such a pleasure
to start a new school year after a long
and hot summer. Grade 2 students are
enjoying getting to know each other,
teachers and school!
In the first month of the school year
children learnt how to make a fiction
story more interesting by creating a
plot, setting and characters for the story. They also learnt how to identify and
describe nouns and characters in their
own stories. Students are working on
their spelling skills weekly to improve
their vocabulary and writing skills.

During September students were focused on counting up and down in
Ones and Tens. They also practiced skip
counting by creating Numerical Patterns. In Math children worked on addition and subtraction and discovered the
concept of doubling them.
In Science Grade 2 inquired about
weather patterns, for example what
types of clouds exist in nature, how are
clouds formed and as an extension of
this topic students learnt what is a water cycle connecting this process in nature to the concept of Patterns.
Second
grade students
now know how
to say their
name and how

they are. They can sing the song
“Bonjour, comment ça va?”. We
also worked on creating beautiful
posters for European language
day, learning names of animals
and the different representation of
sounds in various languages. Now
that language day is over, 2nd
grade is now working with Jojo1,
learning how to introduce someone else.
In Art, we studied different type
of lines that we have around us:
zigzag straight, oval, spiral, wavy,
curved, thick and thin. We also
discussed how to use them in art
to create beautiful paintings and
we discussed the elements of art.
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Ms. Sara’s 3rd Grade Class News
Classroom Happenings
rd

Our wonderful 3 grade class began the year
learning about “peace making” and “peace
breaking” habits in order to establish our
classroom rules. We all agreed that our class
name should be the “Peacemakers” because
we love to help others, we use great
manners, we show respect, we are kind and
compassionate, we love to share, we raise
our hands to speak, we follow class rules, we
take care of our belongings, and we listen to
our teacher. The Peacemakers are very good
at following the Golden Rule in our class:
Treat others as you want to be treated.

Math

The Peacemakers are very enthusiastic about
math and it shows! They are always ready to
learn and eager to move on to more difficult
and challenging topics. So far, we’ve reviewed
the months and years on the calendar and
how to write the date two different ways.
We’re still reviewing how to tell time and how
to draw out the time on a clock. We’ve gone
over the ordinal numbers and skip counting
by twos, fives, and tens to 100. We’ve done
basic measurements and are consistently
practicing triple-digit addition and subtraction
problems. We have learned to recognize
complex number and shape patterns.
Currently, we’re reviewing and practicing our
multiplication table from 0-100. We are slowly
delving our way into addition and subtraction
word problems. Practice makes progress!

Language Arts

In language arts, we started off the year with
a back to school review of the short vowel
and long vowel sounds. Students reviewed
the spelling and sounds of words with /a/,
/e/, /i/, /o/, /u/, /ae/, /ee/, /ie/, /oe/, and
/ue/. They love to work in pairs, so students
use their Spelling Cards to test each other on
correct word sounds. They’re also getting
more familiar with the difference between
consonant and vowel sounds. Currently,
they’re working on how to spell and
pronounce words with the /el/ sound. As an
interactive way for students to learn new
words and phrases, we use Wiggle Cards.
Each card has a simple sentence or phrase on
it and students must act or move according to
what’s written on the card. It’s a great way
for our students to be engaged and put words
into motions all while getting a quick workout.
If the students have been working extra hard,
they get a chance to play the Word Baseball
Game. Each team of 3 must come up to the
board and pronounce the word from a card
correctly. If they can keep it up for all 3
bases, they make a homerun and win a point
for the team. The students enjoy practicing
their vocabulary words with games every
once in a while.
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Reading
For reading, students started off with
practice stories from last year’s Sir Gus
Reader. We have done small group and
whole group reading depending on how
difficult the text is. Additionally, they
complete worksheets related to the stories to
reacquaint them with how to answer
comprehension questions. They are getting
very good at capitalizing the first letter of
each sentence and adding a period at the
end to form a complete sentence. They have
worked very hard on making predictions
before and during each story based on the
titles, images, and text. So far, they are
learning the meaning of what a narrative
story is and how to put ideas and parts of
stories in chronological or number order.

Science
In science, our Peacemakers dove right into
investigations as they began the unit with the
question of what “Science” meant to them.
After brainstorming many ideas, they all
pretended to be scientists of their own kind
and chose a topic to investigate. To complete
this mission, they had to write a brief summary
of what they were going to investigate, why,
and how they were going to get their
information. Students then learned about what
it takes to complete an investigation. They
found out that in order to observe something
from a scientific point of view they needed to
use their five senses. Students practiced a few
investigations of their own during class by
trying to guess what mystery objects were
hidden in a box based on their five senses.
Then they were encouraged to find something
at home to investigate and use their five
senses to describe the object in question. The
results were impressive! They were able to
describe colors, shapes, textures, scents, sizes,
and sounds of the objects with their scientific
minds. They are learning new science terms
including observation, prediction, inference,
investigation, hypothesis, variable, and
experiment. We’ll also have small group
activities where they each read the terms aloud
to their partners and take turns reading the
definitions and giving examples. The
Peacemakers are quite the experts at
observations and predictions that they can now
make predictions of their own, such as possible
trips to Mars in 3 years, the weather in Tirana
next Saturday, and what they’ll be eating for
lunch tomorrow!

PAGE 6

SEPTEMBER NEWS

Fourth grade
In 4th grade English, we are beginning a unit on The Middle Ages. We are
focusing on learning how to use Context Clues to understand words that are
unfamiliar. As the unit progresses, students will be focusing on understanding what they are reading, not just
reading the words.
In Math, we started a new academic
program with students in the fourth
grade . They are beginning Saxon Math
Intermediate 4 . The first lessons focus
on addition, subtraction, and finding
missing numbers as well as addition
and subtraction word problems.

forms of life work to benefit all of us
who are members of the animal and
plant kingdoms.
In Social Studies the students have
begun to learn about plate tectonics
and the history of the Continental Drift
Theory. They have also started their first
lessons on the structure of the Earth in
relation to continental drift.
In French, fourth grade students
revised/learned numbers in French in
order to tell the time. For language day

they have learned tongue twisters with
the sound /ʃ/(ch) and/s/. In 4th grade,
they are now learning how to talk about
their daily routine as 3rd is carrying on
with the time.
In Art, we began with general
knowledge about the history of Medieval
times including the Castles, churches,
cathedrals, tapestry’s, illuminated manuscripts and art works of this period.

In science the students are finding
out about all of the other life that shares
planet Earth with the human population. We will learn how to make this
relationship that we have with all other
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Sixth grade
Social Studies saw the 6th grade class
begin their study of pre-history. They
were given a brief review of Pangea,
the Ice-Age, and the evolution of hominids before learning about the First
Agricultural Revolution. They received
DBQ’s (Document Based Question) on
the Paleolithic and Neolithic era’s as we
shift them toward a more research
based learning experience.
In 6th, 7th, and 8th grade English, we
have begun a unit on The Writing Process. Students are learning and understanding the 5 Parts of Writing, the 6
Traits of Effective Writing, and the 7
Components of a Narrative. Students
have begun to write a narrative of their
lives and are applying the Writing Process to create their best story by the end

of 3 weeks. Students are focusing on
using vivid imagery, visual language,
and peer editing.
In Math, their lessons have focused on
adding, subtracting , multiplying and
dividing whole numbers and money.
Additionally, they studied word problems with combining, separating, and
comparing elapsed time.
In Sixth grade French, students revised their numbers as well, but up to
100 with the months and seasons of
the year and they can talk about birthdays. For language day they illustrated
idiomatic expressions

In Science 6, we are learning about
the geological history of our planet and
how it was developed out of cosmic
dust. The vast operations of this planet
of ours are constantly being studied by
many scientists, as we develop new
technologies to help us learn new information. Many industries depend on this
knowledge to operate successfully.
In Art, the Sixth grade is studying the
classic art of Ancient Greece and Rome
such as the architecture, buildings,
sculptures, pottery, and mosaics.
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seventh GRADE
The seventh graders began the year
in Social Studies learning how the physical geography of China influenced the
development of it’s first civilizations
along the banks of the Yellow River. The
also briefly reviewed the early dynasties
of China and the dynastic cycle and will
soon move on to a similar study of ancient Japan.
In 6th, 7th, and 8th grade English, we
have begun a unit on The Writing Process. Students are learning and understanding the 5 Parts of Writing, the 6
Traits of Effective Writing, and the 7
Components of a Narrative. Students
have begun to write a narrative of their
lives and are applying the Writing Process to create their best story by the end
of 3 weeks. Students are focusing on
using vivid imagery, visual language,
and peer

editing.
Grade Seven Math started with arithmetic involving whole numbers and
money, variable equations and evaluation. We will continue with the properties of Algebraic operations and divisibility. In geometry they studied lines, angles and planes where they took examples from everyday life.
Seventh grade French students revised their numbers as well, but up to
100 with the months and seasons of
the year and they can talk about birthdays. For language day they illustrated
idiomatic expressions. In seventh grade,
they started to work on definite articles.

my and the various systems that form
human physiology. The knowledge
taken from here will enable students to
not only better understand their own
health, but also to maintain a state of
homeostasis within their own systems.
This knowledge is the basis for the
health and medical fields.
Grade Seven Art is studying Impressionism. They are asking who are the biggest artist of this period and why did
they called their selves Impressionist?
Currently, they are making their own
copies of “Lilies “ and the “ Bridge over
a Pool of Lilies” to experience their own
sense of impressionism.

Science 7 is
working on the
human body, as far
as learning Anato-
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EIGHTH GRADE
Eighth grade Social Studies saw the
students review the events leading to
the Glorious Revolution in England. In
the future they will use this knowledge
to compare the Glorious, American, and
French Revolutions and make connections between these three history
changing events.
In 6th, 7th, and 8th grade English, we
have begun a unit on The Writing Process. Students are learning and understanding the 5 Parts of Writing, the 6
Traits of Effective Writing, and the 7
Components of a Narrative. Students
have begun to write a narrative of their
lives and are applying the Writing Process to create their best story by the end
of 3 weeks. Students are focusing on
using vivid imagery, visual language,

and peer editing.
In Grade Eight Math this month we
worked on number lines, converting
measurements, fractional parts, prime
numbers and percentages. In Geometry, we have spent time reviewing the
area and perimeter of geometric
shapes.
Eighth grade students worked on a
French poem by Jacques Prévert, called
Le cancre for language day. They can
talk about what they did at the week
end, starting to use the past tense correctly with “er” verbs. Now, they are
learning how to talk about jobs and
hobbies in order to
express a desire.

concentration is on Physics and Chemistry. We have been studying Motion
and have become friends with Sir Isaac
Newton, and his invaluable Laws of
Motion, which inspired future Scientists,
such as Albert Einstein. We are working
on balancing chemical equations, the
key to understanding chemical formulas. Our 8th graders will definitely have
a big advantage as they move into High
School years.
In Art, the eighth grade is learning
about the history and most important
contributors to Abstract art.

In Science 8, our

DREAM BIGGER—LEARN BETTER—SHINE BRIGHTER

ALBANIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Rr. Elbasanit, No.24,
Tirane, Albania, 10001
Ish-Rezidenca Franceze,
përballë Ambasadës Amerikan
+355 69 47 46 856

http://ais-tirana.org/

October 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31



7 OCTOBER: Parent Meeting



19 OCTOBER: Mother Teresa Beatification Day



28 OCTOBER: AIS Halloween Celebration

PARENT’s MEETING
Our first Parent’s Meeting will be Friday,
October 7th and I encourage everyone
to attend. It will be a busy and information packed evening with several
items to attend to.
First, we will demonstrate a few basic
functions of our new Engrade Pro
online reporting system. Come learn
how you can check the school calendar, your student's grades, homework,
and even contact their teachers daily
from the comfort of your own home.
Then we will review the school’s latest MPG/MAP assessments and discuss
the results. This year MAP has added a
new and easier-to-understand student
profile section that I would like to introduce you to so you can gather as much
information as you can about your stu-

dent’s education.
Third, I will answer any questions about the book and uniform
fee’s, school policies, or any other
question you may have.
After that, we will discuss our
new ESL program for our students most in need and ways in
which you can help support their
learning.
Finally, you will meet your student’s teachers and have the opportunity to discuss our shared
goals for their education. As you
know we have upgraded many of
our teaching positions this year
and they are all eager to meet the
parents they have not yet met.
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