
 

that most of the trash we 

picked up were made out 

of plastic and non-

biodegradable material. 

Our students learned a lot 

regarding not throwing 

trash and how that affects 

mother Earth!!   

Following WASC 

recommendations, our 1-

4 grade students and 

homeroom teachers 

helped clean up the Porto 

Romano beach! We took 

lots of trash bags and 

gloves and we realized  

AIS  would like to  

welcome the returning 

parents and students and 

the newcomers  who 

chose our school.  

We value your positive 

energy and dedication to 

excellence in education, 

and we look forward to 

working with you and 

your  

children.  

All signs point to another 

incredible and productive 

school year.  

Thank you to all who are 

helping provide our  

students with the best 

education in Albania! 

Please stop by and say 

hello. Together, we will 

make this school year 

one of growth and  

achievement for all  

children.  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

First Grade 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Second Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Grade 

  

Cleaning up the Porto Romano beach 

Welcome back Parents and Students! 
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  ais-tirana.org 

  

        SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 

      Albanian 

International 

School 

  

September activities:  

  

 Latitude Tirana 

 Porto Romano 

Field trip  

 Fire drill 

 NWEA MAP Test 
  

  



  

PRESCHOOL 1 WITH MS. JAM 

Learning is through experiences and is always Fun! I 

welcome you my Dear Parents and kids of my 

Preschool 1 (my little ones)  for the school year 

2019-2020,I am privileged to share to you how I am 

grateful being young as  everyday! Finally we had 

survived our separation anxiety period, No more 

tears “Thank you” Mom and Dad for your support 

and patience! Now kids can   assured and build their 

own building blocks, hold their own crayons and 

color the pictures. Well, September is always 

exciting and busy as bee! Inside our class we 

developed the classroom routine and became 

organized, such as wash time, bathroom time, and 

pack up or tidy up, simple but meaningful routine 

every day. 

Let me share to you how busy as bee your toddler 

with me and Miss Vina everyday; During circle time 

my little ones are seated on the carpet like criss 

cross apple sauce, as they love to do, we use polite 

or magic words such as please and Thank you, as 

part of our language, we have nursery rhymes and 

songs everyday that make them dance while singing. 

Little ones have started the letters of the alphabet 

and name pictures that begin with it, flashcards with 

pictures and enjoyed puzzled as well coloring on 

their free time, as we develop their fine motor skills, 

we have cutting time using unsharpened scissors, 

forming balls and play dough, Every Friday is quite 

loose activity for them, I have prepared games 

related to our lessons and music as they loved to 

participate too. We move up and down, tells who or 

what is big and small part of our Math. 

“Mom and dad you give me reward if I take home 

one or more smiley’s” and I make you happier if I got 

more!” I give them reward at the end of the day 

when they deserve it. During our Lunch time my 

preschool 1 learns to say thank you for the food 

especially to Miss Vera, they use the words YUMMY 

TO THE TUMMY soup is ready! We watch table 

manner and they learn to eat by their own with 

minimal assistance. In the afternoon longer period 

some take their sleeping ours with the lovely music 

being played to be relaxed, and after be served with 

yummy fruits/cake during afternoon snacks, and 

enjoy the safe playground outside after whenever 

the weather is fine. 

 

SEATWORK TIME BUSY BEES! 

 

TIDY UP TIME BUSY BEES! 

 

GROUP LESSON! 

 

 



PRESCHOOL 2 WITH MS. JENNY 

Back to school and the adventure continues! 

Preschool marks an exciting stage of life for 

both parents and children. This month we 

have been getting to know one other, 

adjusting to a new schedule and learning 

class routines. It has been a pleasure 

observing the children explore, discover, 

and make new friends.  

Each morning we start our day with Circle 

Time. We greet everyone by name, update 

our calendar, review things we have been 

learning such as numbers, ABC’s, days of 

the week, months of the year, sing-a-longs, 

etc. Our favorite action song this month has 

been “Open Shut Them”, and we are adding 

to our repertoire each week. Our other 

favorite things this month have been the new 

dress up collection, dramatic play corner 

(home, doctor, kitchen), and getting creative 

with paint. Our choice book this month is 

“Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes”.  

 

 

    

 

    

 

    

 



 

 

Kindergarten News 

Mrs.Juli 

                                                                           

We are off to a great start in Kindergarten, and we are looking forward to working with you and 

your child during this new exciting school year. It has been a busy few weeks as children learned 

classroom routines and curriculum material. The first four weeks of school were challenging for 

kindergarten students as they transitioned from the summer months to the full days of school. 

But, our little superstars are trying their best to focus and learn during the daily lessons and 

activities.  

 

 
 

Our Core Knowledge Language Arts program is broken into two strands, the Skills strand and a 

Listening & Learning strand.  

In English Skills strand we finished the first unit and already started the second one. The 

purpose of the first unit was to increase students’ awareness of environmental noises and words 

within sentences. The ability to hear and blend sounds is crucial for reading and writing , so  

increasing students’ awareness of the sounds they hear  was really important. The workbook of 

this unit was mostly about prewriting skills. They learned how to draw a number of writing 

strokes used to create letters (e.g., horizontal lines, vertical lines, circles, etc.) They also learned 

the meanings of various position words (e.g., right, left, top, bottom, etc. We concluded the unit 

with a sound blending pretest and a writing strokes assessment. 

 

In Listening & Learning strand we finished the first domain “Nursery Rhymes and 

Fables”. The students were introduced to nursery rhymes and fables that have been favorites 

with children for generations. They had fun learning classic rhymes like “Twinkle, Twinkle, 

Little Star,” “Humpty Dumpty,” and “Hickory, Dickory, Dock,” as well as classic characters 

such as Humpty Dumpty and Little Miss Muffet. Mother Goose and other traditional poems help 



 

students learn vocabulary and build phonemic awareness. By listening carefully to nursery 

rhymes and repeating or reciting them, students developed an awareness of language that will 

help them become better readers and writers. We concluded the domain with Culminating 

Activities, and acting out nursery rhymes and fables was their favorite. 

 

   
 

In Math  we had fun learning to represent, count, and write numbers 0 to 5 through games and 

hand on activities. Our little superstars love to complete the colorful worksheets in their math 

workbooks. We will continue with learning how to compare numbers 1- 5,  and represent, count, 

and write umbers 6 to 10. 

In Science   we completed Unit 1. The superstars learned how to identify and describe the five 

senses, and how to observe things using our senses. We went outside around the school to collect 

leaves and rocks in order to observe and investigate them in class using science tools.   

 

 
 



 FIRST GRADE with Ms. 

Mariana and Ms. Ana  

Dear Parents and Students,  

Welcome to the new school year!  

In short, this is what we have done till now: 

In English , we are learning 

vowels, consonants and their sounds. We 

read aloud so that children can  practice the 

reading skills, we also discuss about 

characters, setting and plot. 

In Math , we started with the 

addition concepts.  

We “met” a new friend, number 0 and we 

learned how to add numbers in any order. 

We also learned how to make a given 

number in different ways.  

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

      

        

       

In Science , we learned about the 5 

senses and the body parts we all use for each 

sense. 

We also learned the science tools people 

usually use to find out about things, such as:  

hand lens, ruler and tape measure, 

measuring cups, balance and thermometer. 

We are looking forward to learning about the 

technology all around us and we are all excited 

to design and test a back scratcher. 

 

-Squad in Porto Romano beach 

 

Two ways to 

make 10 

Michelangelo 

    “ I AM STILL       

     LEARNING” 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Courtney’s SECOND GRADE CLASS 

 We continue to try our best and improve every day! 

 We continue to focus on class rules and behavior! 
 We continue to be curious about the world around us! 

 We continue to strive to be lifelong learners! 

NEW 

VOCABULARY: 
Exaggeration 
Legendary 

Admiration 
Colossal 

Tame 
Feats 

Science Tools 
Observe 

Thermometer 

Hypothesis 
Characters  

Setting  
Plot 

 

Durres Beach Clean-up 

 
The students enjoyed the lovely beach, the fresh air, picking 

up garbage, the delicious lunch, the beautiful view, swimming 

in the ocean and the experiment with rocks! 

    Fairy Tales 
The Fisherman and his Wife 

The Emperor’s New Clothes 

Beauty and the Beast 

 

Tall Tales 
Paul Bunyan 

Pecos Bill 

John Henry 

Casey Jones 

 
 

 
Much appreciation for Miss Ana who welcomed me to AIS and 

helped all of us to have a great start to the 2019-2020 school year! 

September Academic Accomplishments! 

Congratulations! 
The students have enjoyed learning about books of fiction, like 

Fairy Tales and Tall Tales. They can identify and demonstrate the 

scientific method and we are looking forward to doing some of 

our own investigations and experiments! The students are learning 

some Tricky Words that do not follow the rules we have already 

learned. The students can count to 1000 by 1, 5, 10, 20 and 100! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1  First Day of School 

 
 

Ms. Ariana’s 3rd Grade Newsletter  
       

                                         

                 

                       Welcome to your child’s grade 3 

year. I hope that you and your family had a 

wonderful summer and were able to enjoy the 

beautiful hot weather we had. I hope you are all 

rested and ready to get back into the swing of 

things. 

 

I am very excited to get to know your child and 

watch them grow throughout the year. What 

happens in this classroom will affect your child’s 

future.  

 

  

Albanian International 
School 

Tirana, Albania  

 

September 2019 
 

Your child’s time here will be well spent. They 

may come home exhausted from all the thinking 

and learning done throughout the day. But I will 

make every minute in my classroom count.  

I see us as a team – child, parents and teacher. 

We all must work together to ensure success for 

your child in their grade 3 year. 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

Science  
Engineering and technology and physical 

science are our units for the year. Students will 

discover relationships between living things and 

the natural environment. They will also explore 

relationships among forces required to change 

an object’s motion. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BBAACCKK  TTOO    
SSCCHHOOOOLL !!   

Math  
We are diving right into math! Students will 

demonstrate their proficiency in the relationship 

between rounding and place value. 

  
Social Studies  
Students explore the benefits and dangers of rivers. 

They learn why ancient civilizations and modern 

cities were established near rivers, and how rivers 

are often associated with major historical events. 

Rivers studied include the Ganges, Indus, Yellow 

(Huang He), Yangtze (Chang Jiang), Tigris, 

Euphrates, Nile, Niger, Congo, Amazon, Orinoco, 

Mississippi, Mackenzie, Yukon, Murray, Darling, 

Volga, Danube, and Rhine. 

This Month’s Curriculum Focus 

 Reading/Language Arts  
The focus this month will be how we share 

responsibilities to reach a group goal. 

Understanding characters and their actions and 

point of view, will help identify steps we need to 

take to reach that goal.  

“Writer’s Notebook” will be introduced as a place 

to record thoughts, reflections, stories, etc. 



  Ms. Besjana Istrefi 

ESL 

September is always a challenging but significant month for ESL 

students. Nevertheless, it was a good start for this academic year. 

During this month students have learned the alphabet, which was 

presented to them in various ways - videos, songs, games - in order 

to adapt to students learning 

styles. I'm more than happy to say 

that it resulted successful. 

However, more practice on 

blending, segmenting and 

decoding is expected in the 

upcoming classes. Most of the 

students have gained the basic 

phonemic awareness which is a 

huge and important step for every 

ESL learner. Students say and 

recognize colors, days of the week, 

some fruit, and some objects. Few homework was given this month 

because the focus was to have students learn the basic things. Once 

this is achieved, lots of  homework will knock on the door for them. 

It has been an exciting month and this is just the beginning. We are 

all looking forward to the upcoming months.  



Welcome to  with Mr.Pirro 

        Science Newsletter/ Grade 4 

The 4th Graders started this year with “Studying Science”. The kids were introduced to different 

fields of study of Science and to the skills and competences that scientists possess. We engaged in 

different activities, including interactive lessons & virtual labs to help the kids better see and understand 

what science is all about. It looks like it’s going to be a very productive year! 

         Science Newsletter /Grade 5 

The 5th Graders started the academic year in science by first being introduced to how scientists 

work. The kids were taught the important lesson that a scientist is any person who asks questions about 

the natural world, and the way we answer these questions is by careful observations and investigations. 

They learned about some basic science tools and how to perform a controlled experiment.  

                                                                    Science Newsletter /Grade 6 

The 6th Graders will be studying Geography in Science this year. The first and second trimester 

will be all about our Planet and the processes that are continuously changing and shaping the face of the 

Earth, resulting in the formation and destruction of landforms and the formation of soil. These past 

three weeks we have focused on the Earth’s surface. The children can now describe Earth’s Spheres and 

their interactions, explain the energy budget, analyze the effects of weathering on Earth’s surface, and 

describe erosion and deposition by water, wind, ice and gravity. 

                                                                    Science Newsletter /Grade 7 

The 7th Graders will be introduced to Life Science this year in Science class. We have been talking 

about the simple but powerful idea that all organisms are made up of one or more cells. We have 

discussed the chemistry of life, presented the three tenets of cell theory, explained the relation between 

the structure and function of cells, contrasted the structure and function of plant and animal cells, 

described the different levels of organization in living things and we talked about homeostasis and the 

important processes that organisms undergo to maintain these stable internal conditions. 

                                                    Science Newsletter /Grade 9 

The 9th Graders are going to go more into depth in Biology this year. The first Unit has been a 

little bit of a review of 7th Grade. We have given a general understanding of what modern biology is all 

about and reviewed the chemistry of living systems. We reviewed the steps of the scientific method and 

gave NASA’s working definition of life, and despite not quite understanding, yet, what exactly life is, nor 

where it came from or how exactly it came to be, we realized how precious and unique life itself is. 



  

 

Grade Four. It is the first year that I am teaching grade four and I think it is a good Challenge for me and 

Students. We started with Introduction and  review from grade three. First chapter was about place 

Value addition, and Subtraction to one Million. All students are participating in activities in class and 

trying to give their best. With this class we have a lot to work to do, but I am positive that by the end of 

the year students will be much better. 

With Grade Five we started  the new academic school with Review from Grade  Four. Students were too 

excited starting the year and happy to know each other . We continued with chapter of  Place Value and 

Multiplication. We are working with Go Math Methods and students are liking this method. I am happy 

with this class, they are trying to do the best and they show this in tests. 

With grade six . Numerical Expressions  is the first chapter that we started learning operations with 

whole numbers Order and Operations. Finding Greatest Common Factor and Least common Multiple. All 

Student  have their books and they are Enjoying  learning with big Ideas Math. Everyone is trying to get 

their best in and out school. 

Grade Seven . In grade seven there are three students, two of them are from last year. Students  are 

giving their best to learn new concepts.  At the beginning we started with Chapter of Absolute Values 

and Integers. Using Activities to understand Adding, Subtracting Multiplying and Dividing numbers made 

the lessons more understandable.  

 Grade Nine  Is separated in an advanced group and a standard class. 

 Standard Class We did Linear Equations  Solving Simple Equations, Equations with Variable in both sides 

and Rewriting Equations and Formulas. Interesting part in this chapter was rewriting formula and 

converting units. We tested  the chapter and the class were doing very good. We started with Writing 

and Graphing Equations. 

 Advanced Class In this group there is only one Student. In the first weeks, we worked on the same 

topics as the standard class, then we continued working on Geometry. We started with Basics of 

Geometry  and we are still working with Reasoning and Proofs. Constructing part makes the lessons 

understandable.  

 

 MR. FAIK  

WELCOMES    

       YOU!

  



 with Ms.Ines 

 

First grade- With the first grade we started this year with ’ Introduction’ song where the student really 

liked to say something  about themselves .  They sang very nice songs like ‘Saving the earth’ ‘Oh Susana’ 

etc and learned how to make treble clef.  

Second grade-  With the second grade we reviewed high and low sound, beat and rhythm and treble 

clef.  They also sang songs like ’ I love the mountains’ ‘Saving the earth’ etc and they really enjoy dance 

performances.  

Grade 3-  With grade 3 we started this year by reviewing space notes and line notes. Also they learned 

about whole note and rests  4/4 and they are eager to learn new things. 

Grade 4-  With grade 4 students we reviewed music symbols like: whole note and rest, half note and 

rests and quarter note and rests. They are showing very good skills in music by making exercises with 

beats. 

Grade 5- Grade 5 students are really good in music. They are reviewing all music symbols like whole 

note and rest, half note and rests and quarter note and rests  and making  different exercises using all of 

them. They really enjoy playing Rhythm Guessing game. 

Grade 6-7- Grade 6 and 7 students are showing very good skills in music by making challenging exercises 

by using all music symbols.  They learned the Italian song ‘ Mambo  Italiano’ for the European Day. They 

are looking forward to learn new things.  

 

 



BONJOUR NOS PARENTS!    C’est déjà la rentrée!   

 

In Grade 1, our students are learning about the French alphabet, classroom instructions and 

numbers. They are able to sing a song about numbers. You can find it on youtube (Alain le Lait – 

Les chiffres et les nombres de 1 a 20). 

In Grade 2, our students are learning classroom instructions and how to spell and pronounce 

colours, days of the week, numbers and the school materiels. They are also learning to sing a 

song about colours. You can find i ton youtube (Alain le Lait – Arc en Ciel). 

In Grade 3, our students had revision on their previous year’s knowledge. They also revised and 

learned the school materiels.  

In Grade 4, our students started with introducing themselves. They continued to talk about the 

school subjects and give their opinions about the lessons.   

In Grade 5, our students started to use Vite 1, we have done some revisión activities and they 

started to use their new textbook. Our 5th graders also have done a Project in order to stregthen 

their Present tense verbs conjugation knowledge. 

In Grade 6, our students are revising Passé Composé based on their last summer holiday and 

also their previous year’s knowledge. 

In Grade 7 and Grade 9, our students are revising some topics before getting started to use the 

textbook and revising also Passé Composé based on their last summer holiday descriptions. They 

also had a quiz about  Passé Composé. 

                                                                                      Respectfully, 

                                                                                    Madame Cemaliye Didem Demircanli 

 

Merci 

 



 with Ms. Ida 

This new year was full of new students so the first two weeks were free periods to see how 

talented they are . The topics were:  My vacations , my dreams and my favorite cartoon !  

After they become a little bit familiar with the art class  we started with our program. 

 

Kindergarten: Color Theory    

 They start learning about the primary colors , Blue Red and yellow. They made beautiful 

drawings by using only this primary colors. After that we start with the secondary colors :Green , 

purple and orange.  

Grade 1 : Prehistoric Art : Cave Painting and Ancient Egypt  

In the beginning it was hard for them to understand what we were learning, but after looking at 

different movies and clips they did a lot of improvements . Now it time for the secrets of the 

Ancient Egypt, the Pyramids, The Sphinx, and the Pharaohs and Gods.  

 

Grade 2 : Elements of art : Lines  

 We learned about different types of lines that we have   around us : Zigzag straight , oval , spiral 

, wavy , curved , thick and thin, how to use them in art to create beautiful paintings  

and we talked a lot about the elements of art . Now we are learning about different artist and how 

did they use the lines as an art element . The one that we are analyzing this week is Pablo Picasso 

and his painting “ Mother and child”. 



Grade 3 : Space in Artworks 

 

               

 First we started with the 9 tonality’s of black and white . Than we started by shading the cube as 

an 3D object. We learned about the two-dimensional objects and the three dimensional  Square – 

cube; Triangle –Pyramid; Circle – sphere. Now we  are working on another drawing with the 

shades and the lights with 3 dimensional object. 

 

Grade 4 : Medieval art  

We started with a general knowledge about the history of Medieval times, the Castles, churches, 

cathedrals , tapestries , and illuminated manuscripts and art works of this period . 

Our project is to construct a Castle  in 3D.  

 

Grade 5: Renaissance Art 

The fifth graders are learning about the Renaissance Art , about Botticelli and his masterpieces :” 

La primavera “ and “ The birth of Venus”. 

                                   



Grade 6 : Classic Art , Art of the Ancient Greek and Rome  

How did they start, who were they? Architecture Buildings , sculptures , Pottery Mosaic. Our 

project will be “ Greek ancient vase and mosaics”.  

 

Grade 7 : Impressionism  

Which are the greatest artists of this period? Why did they call themselves Impressionists? 

 Pier August Renoir , Claude  Monet  : “ The water Lilies “   and the “ Sunrise”. Now they are 

Making a copy of  “ Impression : Sunrise  “ and the  “ Bridge over a Pool of Lilies”  to 

experience their own impressions. 

  

 

 

Grade 9 : Women’s in art history  and Art Deco  

We started to learn about the Feminism art movement . Who were this powerful women and 

what did they go through to become famous artists?  Our first is Tamara de Lempicka and they 

are painting one of her masterpieces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 with Mr. Brandon 

4th Grade English Monthly Newsletter 

4th Grade has had an exciting month with a trip to Durres for cleaning up the beach, NWEA 

MAP testing, and starting their first year with subject specific-teachers. Our first unit in English 

focuses on reading comprehension while finishing with writing an explanatory paragraph, about 

their very own Wampum belt design. 

5th Grade English Monthly Newsletter 

The 5th Grade has just with the writing process, which we will be reinforcing throughout the 

year. Pre-writing, writing, revising, editing, and finally publishing. This is a challenging 

transition, to a writing centered class, and the students are ready.  

     

 

 



   

   We learn and have fun at the same time! 
Latitude Tirana 

 

Cleaning up the Porto Romano beach 

 

Birthdays at AIS                  

  

  

 

                Swimming time  

 

                Fire drill 

 

Fresh food everyday thanks to Ms.Vera 

 

SEPTEMBER ACTIVITIES AT ALBANIAN INTERNATIONAL   

                                                                       SCHOOL 



OCTOBER 2019     

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 
Parent-
Teacher 
Meeting  

 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 

 

Halloween  

 

 
  

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS:  

 

1. October 11th, Parent-Teacher Meeting  

  

  

2. October 31st,  Halloween 
  

 



 

Phone: 069 474 6856  

In our website you can easily access many features 

including a Parent Resource tab where you can find 

the school hand-book, weekly menu, class schedules 

and FAQ’s. 

  

We also have the Student Resource section too with 

quick links to EngradePro, Science Fusion, Khan 

Academy, Read Theory. The students also have helpful 

links they will need to complete and research some 

assignments.  

  

Last, but not least, you can follow us on our social 

media : Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and watch our 

newest videos on the AIS YouTube channel.  

                                                  

                   IMPORTANT LINKS  

  

     Albanian International School                                   Read Theory 

  

     EngradePro                                                                 Khan Academy 

  

     Science Fusion                                                            MAP Growth 

  

     My HMH                                                                    Core Knowledge  

  

     Common Core Standards 

Visit our website: 

    ais-tirana.org 

Email: sekretaria.ais@gmail.com 

         

Rruga e Elbasanit, Nr 24, ish 

Rezidenca Franceze, Përballë 

Ambasadës Amerikane (0.64 mi) 
Tirana, Albania 1000  

     Albanian International    

           School 
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