HELLO JANUARY
Welcome Back to School Dear Students!
We want to wish you all a healthy and successful
year! May your wishes come true!

Pre-K 1 Amazing Class!!!
The holidays approached as quickly as a jet plane and passed quicker than a bee! Our little ones were excitedly
preparing for the most wonderful time, Christmas season! The month of December was very especial to everyone! In
our class we created different Christmas artworks related to our letters of the Alphabet such letters K,L,and M.
Children have been introduced to different exercises such as scribbling, cutting, and tracing the mastery of each
letter. Our wonderful children are beginning to write and likewise we explore through Counting numbers orally
from zero to 10. In Language and Arts we have been talking about politeness and kindness and we shared precious
gifts during Christmas party. As we moved along in Science and Health, the class experienced the real free taste of
different kinds food, sour, sweet and bitter and learned how the five senses work throughout experiments. Preschool 1
still has a lot to learn and our daily routines make them enthusiastic and fulfilled. In Mathematics we repeatedly
count from numbers 1 to 10 followed by constant exercises of pre writing and numbers. The circle time helps them
remember how to be focused and be cooperative in learning new short stories that interpret moral, such as “The Three
Little Pigs and The Bad Wolf”, “The Santa Claus”, “The Ugly Little Duckling”, “The Black Butterflies” and “The
Little Red Riding Hood”. As we let go of year 2020, at the same time we are excitedly welcoming the year 2021 with
self discipline, especially during lunch time. Our little students have started eating food on their own. Self feeding, is
a rewarding accomplishment at their age. We are grateful to our Chef Ms. Vera that indeed has the Heart and Great
tastes in blending her art of cooking for the children’s tastes buds. Hold on for the next quarters and we will have
more fun and surprises no matter how difficult the situations is still Preschool 1 class is FLEXIBLE!

Preschool 2

with Ms.Jenni

Happy New Year, and welcome
back! I hope you all enjoyed the
photos and videos of the
children singing their Christmas
songs. They are so cute! The
theme this month has been My
Family. We have discussed
different types of families and
family members, as well as the
activities we enjoy with our
family. Most importantly, we
talked about the love our family
has for one another, and this love
is a special treasure that we will always
have not matter what. We are now
introducing “Letters of the Week”,
“Numbers of the Week” to deepen
understanding and sharpen writing
skills. This month we are also
introducing rhyming words. This is an
important step towards reading. The
train tracks on our small word/sensory
table have now made way for a farm
yard. Animals, barns, bulldozers and
tractors invite the children to play
among the beans, grain, tea and herbs.

KINDERGARTEN-DECEMBER & JANUARY
During the exciting month of December the Kindergarten
class has been eagerly anticipating the holidays and in the
meantime increasing their festive English Vocabulary by
listening to Merry Songs and preparing for the Christmas
show.

Singing : Little Snowflake &
Ja na erdhi Viti i Ri !☺☺
Joy & Laughter
Gamesand
andDras
Drawings
Happiness
& Laughter Games

•English Skills: The pupils have
further increased their
knowledge of new consonants
and their sounds in words. They
can write three letter words and
read them. Connect words with
pictures.
•In Domain, Kindergarten is
learning about plants as living
things, what they need and how
we need and use them.

•In Math they have been adding
and subtracting further more
and solving word problems in
Algebra.
•Science has been fascinating to
learn about 3 types of Matter,
Natural Resources and Rocks.
•In Albanian they have been
doing various topics according
to the Alphabet letter on the
day. They have practiced the
Rhyme “Hënëza”.

First Grade News with Ms.Juli
Happy New Year 2021!
May 2021 be a wonderful year for everyone!
Our superstars were so exited to come back after the
holidays! You could see the joy in their faces as they
greeted their friends, and told each other stories about
their holidays!
Here is what we covered during December and January.
In English Skills Strand we finished Unit 3. In this unit
we introduced five additional vowel sounds and a few
other Tricky Words. The kids had fun reading the fables
in their readers , and their reading skills have improved
noticebly.
They are very proud of their reading skills, so please
listen to them while reading at home and compliment
them for their accomplishments.

In English Listening and
Learning we’re in
Domain 5,”Early
American Civilizations”.
The little superstars are
learning about the Maya,
Aztec, and Inca
civilizations,
development of their
cities, as well as their
religion.

Filip

Amelia
In Math we
concluded Chapter 5,
and we just started
Chapter 6 in our
volume 2 books. In this
chapter the little
superstars learned
different strategies for
addition and
subtraction, and
represent equivalent
forms of numbers using
sums and difference
within 20. In Chapter 6
the kids will use place
value to model, read,
and write numbers to
120

In Science the kids
enjoyed learning about
animals in unit 3. This
week we started unit 4
”Plants”.

Mr. Richard’s Class!!
Returning to school after the holiday break, we started last week with some review in all classes to measure how much
we remember, and to refresh our minds of all the grammar we have learned since September.
In second grade, we continue to do our regular exercises focusing on short reading and writing. This week we started
an exercise to help with writing and identifying parts of sentences: students are given a worksheet with pictures. The
objective is for the students to write one short sentence describing the picture, and then write three parts of speech that
they used for the sentence. The goal for the near future will be to expand this exercise so students can feel more
confident in writing longer, more complex sentences.
Third grade has also completed some review worksheets to refresh their memories of the grammar we learned before
the break. We will be starting a new exercise next week. Students will be doing one minute verbal presentations in
class. They will have a week to prepare and I will assign them a topic to speak on. We will do this one minute verbal
presentation approximately once every two to three weeks. I am very impressed with the motivation and interest that
third grade students have shown toward grammar. Compared to many international schools where I have taught, this
third grade class's knowledge of grammar is now several grade levels higher than average!!!
Fifth and eighth grades are also doing one minute verbal presentations this week, and also have completed some
worksheets assessing how much grammar they remember from before the break. Fifth grade has completed some
reading comprehension exercises, and eigth grade started reading the novella Animal Farm, by George Orwell, in class.

Math and Science
with

Miss Ana

Thank you for
being a delight to
work with!

May 2021 bless you
with health, wisdom
and happiness!

2nd grade Math
* Addition strategies
(2, 3 and 4- digit addition)
2nd grade Science
*Plants and animals

3rd grade Math
*Multiplication
strategies (Properties)
3rd grade Science
*Ecosystems and
Interactions

*Pictures taken while
students were
conducting the
investigation “What’s
in an ecosystem?”
It was a successful
group work ☺

Mrs. AriAnA’s 4th Grade
Newsletter 2021
Winter is officially here! A new year is
upon us and we are filled with excitement for
what is yet to come. We have already learned so
much in the past few months, but there is much
more to come.
As the upcoming months will be
challenging with new material and testing, please
know that I am here to help your child in any
way I can.
Thank you for your continued support!

This Month’s Curriculum Focus:

1

English:

2

Math:

3

Science:

In this second unit, students research their expert group animal and its defense
mechanisms. Close reading of informational texts about their expert group animal
will prepare students for the mid-unit assessment in which they make inferences
and summarize information from two informational texts. In the second half of the
unit, students will synthesize information from their research by writing an
informative piece about their expert group animal, in which their animals physical
characteristics, habitat, predators, and defense mechanisms are described. This
piece will become the introduction to their performance task, a Choose Your Own
Adventure Narrative, written in unit 3.

During our Math class students have learned how to model division,
and use the division algorithm to divide up to three-digit dividends by
1-digit divisors. Students have learned different methods to divide,
including using models, repeated subtraction, and the standard
division algorithm. We have also learned to divide with remainders.

Students have demonstrate that a food chain shows
how energy moves from producers to consumers.
Students have learned to recognize that energy from
most food chains begins with energy from the sun.

Happy 10th Birthday
to Debora & Aylin!

SECRET SANTA

Wishing you and your family the happiest of holidays from 4th Grade
Students! Here is to a prosperous 2021! Lots of Hugs & Kisses, Love Miss
Ariana

DECEMBER-JANUARY MATH CLASS
Grade 5: During this period of time, from December to January, grade five
students worked on Decimals chapter. Adding and subtracting Decimals with
whole numbers and Decimals to decimals. At the moment we are doing
multiplication of decimals with whole numbers and multiplying money.
Multiplying money and problems with models make classes very interesting
and students understand the concept of decimals multiplication way better.
Grade 6: With grade six we finished the chapter of Properties of
Multiplication, addition and Evaluating Expressions. Students are working
hard and trying to adapt with Big Ideas Math book that they are using in
grade 6. During the whole month of January we are working on Geometry,
polygons, classifying polygons and finding the area of polygons. At the
moment we are working on Coordinate planes, drawing polygons in
coordinate planes and finding distance and perimeter in coordinate planes.
Grade 7: This time with grade seven we finished the Inequalities chapter. We
used properties of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division to solve
Inequalities. Chapter of Proportions took part last two weeks. Writing,
reading and solving proportions is always an exciting part for students and a
better way to understand the concepts. Grade 6 students are always
focused and try to get their best from the lessons during class time.
Grade 8: This period of time with grade eight, we focused in Graphing and
Writing Linear Equations. We went over the concept of Slope, Graphing
Linear equations in slope-intercept and standard form, Writing Equations in
slope intercept form, in point slope form and equations of line that passes
through two points. Students are working hard and always focused in their
learning.

Math
Teacher

Mr. Faik.

AIS | JANUARY | 2021
WISHING YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY AND BLISSFUL NEW YEAR
ALONG WITH YOUR FAMILIES!

SCIENCE
NEWSLETTER
GRADE V

GRADE VI & VII

The fifth graders have started to think more in depth about the
ecosystems & the organisms living in them, along with their
respective niches & habitats. They’ve learned how to identify
producers and consumers and to contrast them to decomposers
and also to identify how organisms obtain nutrients.

The kids have been exposed to the
greatest show on Earth: Evolution!
We have discussed broadly on the
following topics: Darwin’s voyage on
the HMS Beagle & his ideas about
evolution & natural selection, the
abundant evidence on the theory
coming from anatomy, molecular
biology, biogeography, the fossil
record & direct observation; allele &
genotype frequency in the context of
Neo-Darwinism, the gene pool in
the context of population genetics,
microevolution
as
a
direct
consequence of violations of the
Hardy-Weinberg assumptions, and
last but not least, the powerful
mechanism of natural selection and
importantly how it operates at the
level of genes, alleles, genotypes
and phenotypes.

More importantly the kids can now describe how energy moves
through an ecosystem and understand the key concepts of food
chains & food webs.

GRADE VIII
In eighth grade we have been delving ourselves into organic chemistry and nuclear physics as of late, trying
to grasp some of the challenging concepts of hydrocarbons, the element C and why it’s essential to life as we
know it, the bonding pattern of C atoms, hydrocarbon structures & types of isomerism, such as structural
isomers, cis/trans isomers & enantiomers, functional groups, polymers, macromolecules, carbohydrates etc.

7th Grade News

These spirited humanoids have been reading about, contemplating and discussing
a story with … Hidden Treasure! Bars of Gold! A Mysterious Haunted Ship! What a
Sublime Assembly! In more mundane hours, they also have been working with
Appositives and Apostrophes. In Maths? The group has been engaged with
Proportions. In Social Studies, the history of Facism, some of that malfeasance
occurred right across the Adriatic from here. In Science? Origins Theory.

Ms. Mariana’s Social Studies!
Welcome Back!
I hope everyone had a safe and relaxing winter break and that are well rested and ready to learn
new things for the new trimester. In 4th grade Social Studies we’re learning about the Early and
Medieval African Kingdoms. In 5th and 6th grade Social Studies we’re learning about Ancient
Rome as well as the Geography of Europe. In 7th grade we’re learning about The Great Depression
and The Rise of Fascism in Europe. In 8th grade Social Studies we’re discussing about the American
and French Revolution.

ESL

with

Ms. ARJETA

Dear January,
They say that sometimes it is hard to say goodbye but we were more
than happy to leave 2020 behind and get a fresh start towards 2021.
We know that education is not just about the transference of knowledge,
it is teaching and sharing of values, culture, and the proper ordering of
loves. It is about caring, helping, understanding and appreciating each
other. The difficult year that we just left behind enhanced these feelings
and made us all realise that at the end of the day those are the
important lessons we all should carry with us. We are lucky to be here all
together again, so in this month’s newsletter you will find attached some
great memories we shared together through out the year. We hope this
new chapter will be more generous with us, with so many great
adventures, lessons to learn and memories to share!

Lots of love, Ms. A.

Looking forward to
having more great
moments together!
Thank you!

In the ESL classroom, a lot of topics
were covered these 2 months. The
elaborated topics are:
- Reading
- Writing Opinions
- Reading Comprehension
- Present Simple
- Past Simple
- Christmas

Practice makes perfect!

1

Third graders have
started a new unit – The
Vikings. They are learning
new pieces of information
about Vikings everyday.
They even wrote their
names using the Viking
runes.
How exciting is that!

2

HOLIDAY PICTURES!

UPCOMING EVENTS:
• January 25th -Beginning of NWEA MAP Testing
• February 5th (Possible Date)-Virtual Parent-Teacher
Meeting

REMINDER:
We want to encourage our students to keep on using ReadTheory, Science
Fusion, GO Math, Khan Academy.
Don’t forget to follow us online:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/aistirana
Instagram: ais_tirana
Youtube: Albanian International School

