FEBRUARY 2021, ALBANIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL NEWSLETTER!!!

February Motivational Quote:
“When you love what you have, you have everything you
need.”

FEBRUARY, PRESCHOOL I WITH MS. JAM AND MS. VINA!!
February is always a special time of the year, for everyone, and especially for our little ones. We start the day by telling the weather through songs and they are always excited when it's
sunny! We enjoy learning the letters of the alphabet: this month we introduced P, Q, R, S, T, U. They are always curious to learn new words as we go through each letter every week. In
basic math, our little ones can count from 1- 10 independently, and can show us how old they are by using their fingers! We have been working everyday on tracing the lines and are
getting very good at it. Our class is always flexible even when we have to stay at home for our own safety; we never stop learning, since we still meet through online class and do
simultaneous work. The highlight of this month was Valentine's Day. We always show our love to each other, but this time we are louder! Our kids were as busy as a bee making postcards
out of hearts, filling them with love and sharing them with their families. Love is a beautiful thing! After a long, freezing week, we were blessed with warm weather, which allowed us to
enjoy the outdoors and make the most of it: we turned into little explorers. Unstructured, independent and imaginative play is very crucial in a child's life. They learn best through play,
and we as teachers and also the school, tend to bring out their needs and plan to give the best opportunities to the little ones in order for them to explore and figure out how things work.
We have also been working on our listening skills and following directions which is very significant for them to acquire and learn. Thus, we are improving every single day! Yay! We are
always saying 'Thank You' and 'I Am Sorry' to show our appreciation towards friends and teachers. We are very proud of the little ones!

Preschool 2

with Ms.Jenni

The highlight for the children this month (and for many of us)
was definitely the snow! They were excited to share their stories
about the snowmen they built. We talked about snow and what
they observed - Where did it come from? What did it look and
feel like? etc. During our "snow days" we kept up with our
lessons online. The children did so well! It was wonderful to keep
in touch this way while we were all staying at home warm and
cozy. As much as we love snow, we have all appreciated the sunny
days that followed and being back at school with our friends. We
discovered all kinds of little creatures during our play time in the
fresh air, like the cute little bird in the photo. This month we have
talked about houses and homes, and explored the stories of The
Three Little Pigs and Goldilocks and the Three Bears. We talked
about how wonderful it is that we are all different and unique,
just like Elmer in our story book. We continue to learn how
to listen for sounds - same, different and similar. As we
practice, it will become easier to notice rhyming words.
We can count up from
1, so now we pretend
to be rockets and count
down from 10 before
blasting off into space!

February has proved to be a fun month for our Kindergarten Class
being so excited by seeing and enjoying some of the snow that
covered the ground and trees.
We were pleased that most of the students in the class were able to
stay connected successfully during the online teaching week and I
believe we realized how much more we enjoy being in the same
classroom and learning new things in the presence of each other.

This month we have covered new letter sounds such as
y, j, x, and w. The students are able to read short
words by recognizing the letter sounds.
We have started to read short sentences and matching
them with the right pictures in English Skills Book
Unit 5.
In Mathematics we have worked systematically in
learning numbers 11 to 20. Forming equations
based on the drawings by Adding and Subtracting
cubes and different images.
In Science, Kindergarten has learnt about high, low,
loud and soft sounds.
In Albanian, the students have covered nature and
animal topics.

First Grade News
with Ms. Juli &Ms.

Our l i t t l e
superstars had a great
time during the month of
February! While we focus in
following the curriculum, we also
make sure to engage
them in activities they love, such
as drawing, coloring, crafts and
playing .
In English Skills
Strand we
finished Unit 4,in which they were
introduced the /r/-controlled vowel
sounds, syllables, and past-tense
verb forms ending with –ed.
The little superstars described and
had to write about one animal
from” The Green Fern Zoo”.

Lori

Happy Birthday

Patrik
In English
Listening and
Learning we
finished Domain 6
“Astronomy”. The kids
were so excited and eager
to learn about our solar
system and the planets.
They enjoyed learning
about the first trip to
space and the moon , and
some of them already
decided to be astronauts
when they grow up.

In Math we concluded chapter 7 .In
this chapter the superstars learned how
to model and write tens. Now we are
learning how to to add and subtracttens.

Mr. Richard’s English Classes!!
Hello everyone!!
Are you happy to have the kids out of the house and back in school? I certainly
am. This was my first experience with teaching a whole class of students online
and I am glad that it is finished. The teaching part is easy, but managing the
younger students' talking over each other was difficult. Also, there were a couple
of technical issues with either the computer, the application or the internet.
Again, I'm very happy that we are back together in the classroom.
In 2nd grade, I've been using the list of common core standards to create
worksheets and exercises for our lessons, and we continue to review those topics
previously learned. In the domain lesson we do a lot of reading. However, I
stopped using the domain books after number 4 because, in my opinion, the
vocabulary was starting to get too difficult for the studtents' fluency level. I
started using other stories that were more appropriate for a 2nd grade level. In
fact, maybe your son or daughter told you about the story with pictures that I
created for our class this week. I included the names of students as the characters
in the class, and they really enjoyed it.

For 8th grade, we finished reading a novella, Animal Farm, by George Orwell.
This short book is an allegory of the Russian Revolution and is taught in both
English and Social Studies lessons in school around the world. Since finishing
this book, we have continued with grammar and also a couple of writing
assignments. Teaching 8th grade online was much easier than the younger
students. I had no issues or problems with any of the 8th grade lessons.
For 3rd and 5th grades, the grammar topics I've been teaching are similar, but I
include more detail for the 5th grade level. As all lessons, I follow the common
core standards list and everything we do in class is linked to those standards.
Although we do not use the text book often, eveything that we do is in the
textbook. As your son or daughter may have told you, I create all of the
worksheets and exercises for our lessons. This is more personalized, detailed and
easier to understand than the information presented in the textbook. We have
been learning about relative clauses, relative pronouns, compound-complex
sentences and some of the more complicated conditional statements and perfect
tenses.
Mr. Richard Zellers

Math and Science
2nd grade- with Ms. Ana

Math and Science lessons are fun! 2 & 3-digit addition and subtraction facts are a piece of cake for us.
In Science, we are learning more about plants and animals. Meet our new “friend”, the Potato Head! In
a 2-week observation, we investigated the life cycle of a potato plant and we realized that plants’ life
cycles do not always start with a seed.

Math and Science
3rd grade- with Ms. Ana

Using multiplication facts and applying
different strategies helped us find the
unknown factors and products in the
problems of Chapter 5, in Math.

Pictures taken mostly during the online classes.
The week of February 15-19, 2021

How does energy
move in a food chain?
In Science, children provided their own examples of water and
land food chains and each of them presented their individual
work in front of the class. The main goals of this project were:
the usage of the Science concepts (food chain, energy,
producers, consumers, herbivores, carnivores, omnivores, etc),
the explanation of how energy moves in a food chain, as well.
We have also studied the Earth’s changes and now we are
learning more about people and resources.

Mrs. AriAnA’s 4th Grade
Newsletter
Dear Parents,
I hope you and your child had a productive
January! It’s already February and we are excited
to see the continuous great work your child has
shown in class up until now. In order to help your
fourth grader at home, I ask that you:
- Continue to read narrative and informational
texts with your child and ask questions during
and after reading.
- Have your child repeatedly study and write
down the multiplication facts, also focus on
fraction equivocations problems.

This Month’s Curriculum Focus:
1

Math:
Students will begin their math unit on fraction equivalence. Students will use various strategies to
compare fractions and perform addition and subtraction of fractions with common denominators.
Please make sure your child practices the taught strategies at home on a daily basis.

2

English:
In this second unit, students research their expert group animal and Is defense
mechanisms. Close reading of informational texts about their expert group animal
will prepare students for the mid-unit assessment in which they make inferences
and summarize information from two informational texts. In the second half of the
unit, students will synthesize information from their research by writing an
informative piece about their expert group animal, in which their animals physical
characteristics, habitat, predators, and defense mechanisms are described. This
piece will become the introduction to their performance task, a Choose Your Own
Adventure Narrative, written in unit 3.

Science: This astronomy unit helps students develop a new
perspective on the world they’re standing on. They will be given evidence
that the Earth beneath our feet is actually moving through space, both spinning
on its axis, and traveling in a great orbit around the Sun. They will see how these movements
account for the patterns we see in our sky (the paths of our Sun across the sky, the changing
seasons, and the changing constellations). Accompanying us on this journey are the Moon and
planets, which the students will observe have their own patterns of movement in the sky.
Throughout this investigation students will engage in actual and simulated observations of the
sky, and they will engage in the process of inquiry: beginning with observations, debating a
range of possible causes, and reasoning to possible conclusions.

MATH CLASS

Dardan’s 10th Birthday Party!!
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A few of the 4th grade students have
continued their lessons online.

Math Newsletter February 2021
As we all know on February teaching and learning was
online. This time students gave their best joining and
trying to the best that they could. Ms. Besjana was
teaching and working hard to give the best ways to
student to understand better the concepts. We shared
ideas regarding the ways we would use in order to send a
clear message to students for them not to have difficulties
in understanding new concepts.
Working and watching videos on Khan Academy helped
the student to better understand lessons. Grade 5
students worked in Geometry triangles and Volumes of
Solids, how to classify triangles and how to find Volumes
of Composite.
Grade 6 students did percentage and Converting
Measures. Students understood better the concept of
percentages showing examples in real life application.
Angles, triangles, scale drawings and circles were the
sections in which we focused with Grade 7 students.
Grade 8 continued solving System of Linear Equations
and Special System of Linear Equations. At the moment
students in Grade 8 are working in Relations and
Functions. Teachers and students are trying hard to get
the best from the situation that we are going through.
Math Teacher Faik Nelaj

Welcome
Back to
AIS!
AIS | FEBRUARY | 2021

Grade VI & VII

SCIENCE NEWSLETTER
Grade VIII

Grade V
The
fifth
graders
were
introduced to important topics
this month. We covered Earth’s
support
of
life,
natural
resources (material & energy),
and distinguished between
renewable resources (both
exhaustible and inexhaustible)
and nonrenewable resources,
and finished with instilling the
idea of intelligent management
of Earth’s natural resources
with
concepts
such
as
stewardship & conservation,
and the three Rs: reduce,
reuse, recycle.

The eighth graders have been
exposed to the wonderful world of
nuclear physics this month. The kids
have learned about radioactivity,
alpha decay, beta decay, gamma
decay, nuclear reactions such as
nuclear fusion, nuclear fission,
neutron capture, electron capture;
chain reactions, and applications of
radioactivity in our everyday life.

The children have been peering
into the main characteristics of the
three domains of living things. We
have studied viruses, viroids,
prions, viral structure & replication,
and gave a few examples of viral
diseases. Along with viruses we
studies
other
(prokaryotic)
pathogen, such as bacteria, and
archaea, and mentioned the
beneficial roles of prokaryotes,
continuing to bacterial diseases
and the concept of antibiotics.
Then we moved on to Domain
Eukarya, and discussed the
diversity of protists, manifesting in
animal-like
protists,
plantlike
protists and funguslike protists; in
addition to talking about the
diversity and ecology of fungi. We
touched upon the origins of plant
life, the classification of plants and
the diversity of flowering plants.
We finished with animals, diversity
of vertebrates and invertebrates,
and animal behavior.

7th Grade Newsletter
7 is a marvelous integer
7th Graders are outstanding
(Vashti&kuno, air-ships, vomitories
and “the machine” and don’t use no
double negatives”
These delightful Earth inhabitants have been reading about,
contemplating and discussing a prophetic story written in 1910
with Air-Ships, Huge Underground Living Spaces, Round “Iphones”,
and a poisonous atmosphere. Hope the real future turns out better
than that!
What an Astute Community! In more mundane hours, they also
have been working to eliminate Double Negatives. In Maths? The
group has been engaged with advanced consideration of
Proportions. In Social Studies, the history and culture of Europe in
times of war and dictators. In Science? New frontiers.

Albanian International School

February’s Newsletter
SOCIAL STUDIES:
Last month was a challenging one with the current pandemic situation but thank God were back in school with in person classes.
For this week we have been talking about the Industrial Revolution in 8th grade.
What inventions were developed and how
it changed the pace of life for years to come.
We’ve always tried to keep classes interesting by comparing the past to the present and doing group projects. This month our main
topic was “History repeating itself.“ 😐 Like the current situation that were living now not only culturally, but socially as well.
In 7th grade we have been talking about the Scientific Revolution. The most important thinkers and how they revolutionized modern
day thinking about the center of the Universe. Asking questions and looking for answers.
In 6th and 5th grade we have been talking about Ancient Rome and Ancient Greece.
In 4th Grade were talking about Dynasties of China.

Enjoy the sunny weather and stay safe during this difficult time.

Music

This month we enjoyed the lessons outside in the sunny weather. We practiced different
songs with the lower grades like French songs. With the upper grades we learned about bass
clef and had a lot of interesting music worksheet where they practiced all the music symbols.

Social Studies 3

with Ms. Besjana

The third graders ended the Vikings’
unit with an entertaining project.
Currently, they are elaborating the
fourth unit - The Earliest Americans.
Students have learned about the Ice
Age lifestyle, shelter, food, and
climate. We are halfway through Unit
4 and students have already gathered
a lot of new pieces of information.
Excited to see how they will impress
me with this unit’s project!

ESL with Ms. Besjana

The third trimester is just around
the corner. And guess what? It is
ending with ESL students’ MAP
Test scores demonstrating that
they have worked diligently and
have given their best.
I congratulate you and I am proud
of all of you! Keep up the hard
work!

Février à AIS
Les absences d'élèves ou de professeurs, la Covid 19 ont perturbe les leçons de français depuis quelques semaines. Mais maintenant, les cours ont repris normalement. Après
quelques révisions et rappels bien nécessaires, nous allons pouvoir continuer le programme.
Le mercredi et le jeudi, le Club Français a lui aussi repris. Quelques élèves volontaires et de toutes les classes y participent régulièrement pour se perfectionner et pour
parler de la culture française et de ses particularités.

February
1st Grade

4th Grade

Winners

Aidan & Patrik

Ayiln & Luc

2nd Grade

6th Grade

Imir

Lejla

3nd Grade

Vanesa

Teaching Students to Read
and
Think Critically

3nd Grade

Gent

UPCOMING EVENTS:
• March 5th – March 8th : Trimester 2 Ends – Trimester 3 Begins
• March 15th - NO SCHOOL DUE TO SUMMER DAY
• March 22nd – NO SCHOOL DUE TO NEVRUZ DAY

Follow us:
Website:
www.aistirana.org/aistirana
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/aistirana

Instagram:
aistirana

