


Albanian International School staff would like to wish all of our students a successful academic year! We 
advise students from grades 5-9 to wear a mask at all times in order to create a safe environment for 

everyone. We want to welcome all the new teachers that have joined our AIS Team this year and we want 
to let them know that we are beyond happy to have them teach our wonderful students and share their 
knowledge and experiences with us!!! Parents, thank you once again for your trust, and we want to ensure 
you all that the Albanian International School staff will do its best in order to educate our little ones! 

DREAM BIGGER, LEARN BETTER, SHINE BRIGHTER!!!





September 7th, 2021 everyone was excited on the 1st

day of school. Wondering with anxiousness if their little 

ones will adjust to the Pre-School world. Our classroom 

is filled with authentic happiness, all coming from our 

students’ innocent minds. It is indeed to tell the tale, 

but first let us welcome you all, my dearest supportive 

parents and children! 

WELCOME TO BATCH 2021-2022!

Let this year be filled with surprises and fun while 

learning is taking place. Mornings are a little difficult, 

since our students have to say goodbye to their 

parents, but the rest of the day is filled with emotions 

and hugs!

We will always remain happy and enthusiastic and we 

expect more surprises for the days to come.

A warm welcome goes to Mrs. Visa, our Pre-K class 

assistant who brings smiles and positivity every day. To 

make the learning and adjustments more effective, the 

school has provided new sets of toys located in the 

school’s background, in order to enhance the physical 

development of our children and social adjustments 

are now becoming more vivid. 

We are grateful for our students, administrators, 

parents, cafeteria staff who serves healthy snacks and 

lunches on a daily basis and everyone else that is part 

of our little family. 





 
September 2021 

Welcome back to school! We have such a lovely 
group this year. We are happy to see some sweet 
familiar little faces and many new ones too. We 
are all learning to make new friends and settling 
into our routines.  

The main goal this month is to make everyone feel 
loved and comfortable in their new surroundings. 
This month we are focused on developing social 
skills, self-regulation, adjusting to new routines 
and expectations. We are looking forward to 
getting better acquainted with all the new parents 
as we set out on this preschool adventure 
together!  
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

PRESCHOOL 2 
with Ms. Jenni & Ms. Ema 



  September  2021 

 First Grade News 
        with Ms. Juli & Ms.Vina 

 
 

Welcome to First Grade our Little Superstars!  

 
Welcome back to school everyone! 

We were delighted to welcome such wonderful kids into first grade. 
 Their eyes filled with joy as they met and hugged their friends from last year.  

The first days we started to adjust into our daily routine, and being in school all day again! Our little 
superstars are trying their best to focus and learn during the daily lessons and activities. We’re looking 

forward to seeing how your child grows academically and socially throughout the year. 
 It’s going to be a great school year! 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The following is what we covered in our  core subjects  of the first grade curriculum, 
 
In English Skills we started Unit 1. The students will review the sounds and spellings taught 
in Kindergarten . The Back-to-School lessons reacquaint students with CKLA daily routines 
and exercises.  Next week we will start reading the stories from the new reader ”Snap 
Shots”.  
 
Domain 1 introduced students to fables and stories that have delighted generations of people. 
By listening to these classics, students will increase their vocabulary and reading 
comprehension skills, learn valuable lessons about ethics and behavior. Cutting and 
sequencing the pictures in a story is an activity they enjoy doing. The Little superstars love 
watching the short animated stories after each read aloud. 
 
In Math we are reviewing additions by modeling , writing and solving addition problems. 
By doing so , we will build fluency for addition within 10. 
 
 
 In Science the superstars are learning to identify and describe the five senses, and how to 
observe things using our senses. We’re planning to take a tour around the school, and 
collect leaves and rocks in order to observe and investigate them in class using science tools.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IT IS A PLEASURE TO WELCOME THE STUDENTS TO THE 

KINDERGARTEN CLASS THIS NEW SCHOOL YEAR ! 

2021 - 2022

New Classmates, New Books and Teachers ☺☺



Subjects and Activities

 English Skills: The students have been learning about vertical, horizontal and diagonal lines. 

They have been joining dots and making circles. We have also been working on noise 

recognition and identifying how many words are in each sentence by counting with their 

fingers. The children have increased their awareness of the left and right hand and top, 

middle and bottom positions.

 Mathematics: The students have been learning how to write numbers 1-5. They have been 

introduced to sets, counters and the 5 frame.

 Science: The students have learnt about the 5 Senses and their purposes. It has also been 

interesting for the children to learn about Science tools such as the hand lens, thermometer, 

balance, measuring cup and ruler.



Subjects and Activities

 English Domain: It has been a joy for the students to learn a handful of Nursery Rhymes so 
far and they like to recite and sing along to them. We have covered; 

- Ring Around a Rosie - Little Miss Muffet - Twinkle, Twinkle 

- Roses Are Red - Star Light, Star Bright little star ***

- Rain, Rain Go Away - Little Jack Horner - 1, 2 Buckle my shoe

- It’s Raining, It’s Pouring - Jack and Gill       - This little pig went to market

 Gjuha Shqipe: Femijet kane mesuar shkronjat A, B dhe C. Te prezantohen duke thene emrin
e tyre dhe te shkruajne emrin me ndihmen e mesueses. Te perdorin numrat per te treguar
moshen e tyre dhe te dalloje dhe shkruajne numrat 0, 1 dhe 2.



Welcome to Mrs. Ariana’s Class
Back to School - 2nd Grade 

Where You’ll Watch Your Child Grow!

A Letter for Parents: 
Congratulations! You are the parent of a super second 

grader at AIS!  You will be amazed at just how much your child 

will grow this year. Most likely, your child has had the seeds of 

reading and writing planted, and during second grade, those 

seeds will grow and blossom, making your child an 

accomplished reader and writer! You will see changes in your 

child’s thinking, as he/she becomes familiar with abstract 

concepts and symbols. The change will be dramatic — just 

compare a tiny seed with a full-grown sunflower! That’s the 

kind of growth you’ll see this year! 

“Wishing your Child a Successful Academic Year 2021-2022”







I’m so happy to begin my first year teaching at AIS! 

The kids in all of my classes are amazing – I love seeing 
them at school every day and helping them to learn.  

I also love that they teach me some new things every 
day, too!!

Fairy tales have been helping the second graders learn English this month –
The kids even wrote and illustrated their own fairy tales which they shared 
with the class!



The third graders have been 
putting a lot of hard work into 
learning to read closely and to 
find supporting details in the 
stories they’re reading.

Daily journal entries, essay 
writing, and much more are 
going to keep these smiling 
fifth graders busy in English 
class this year!

All that hard work must make 
them hungry, because here 
they are lined up and ready for 
snack time to start!

The fourth 
graders are 
practicing close 
reading while 
learning about 
the origin of the 
Haudenosaunee 
nations and the 
Journey of the 
Peacemaker.



Welcome back! 

Dear all,

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year!

I promise that we will provide you an exciting 
opportunity to have an outstanding 
educational, social, and emotional experience 
here at AIS, where everything is made with 
love. 

May it be a year to look back upon with great 
pride and accomplishments!

I’m happy to be your teacher and it’s a 
pleasure having you in my Math and Science 
classes!

LOVE,

Miss Ana 



Have the best school year ever!  

In 3rd Grade Math, we are working on 
Addition & Subtraction within 1,000. I 

love seeing you all involved in the 
lesson and enjoying these 2 basic math 

operations! ☺

In 4th Grade Math, we are working on 
multi-digit numbers. We have learned 

their place value, different ways to 
rename numbers, also adding and 

subtracting them. 
It is great to start the day with your 

energy! ☺

In 3rd & 4th Grade Science, we are 
studying what science is, the role of the 

scientists and how to conduct 
investigations! Thank you all for 

showing interest in these topics and for 
being the best little scientists ever! ☺



Science is not about boring lectures, but rather hands-on activities. The students will have many 

opportunities to experience science in the classroom AND at home. Science projects will be assigned 

periodically and are not optional. They are an extension of the learning going on inside the classroom. 

Encourage your children to complete their science projects on time. It is my hope that the children explore 

the world around them and discover their inner scientists.

5th Grade Science Newsletter 

with Ms. Ariana 

“Wishing your Child a Successful 

Academic Year 2021-2022”



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

MOHAMMED!

GRADE 5 with Ms. Besjana



Social Studies 
Newsletter



Creating responsible citizens that care for the environment
In Social Studies Grade 3 we have been talking about Mountains and Rivers. 
Students were able to identify different vocabulary words like irrigation, 
civilization, flood, damn, among others. We talked about caring about the 
environment and not using plastic because it ends up in the sea, rivers and 
oceans. Fish and birds eat it and then they die. They also created a scary piranha 
and students created some really cool artwork. In Social Studies Grade 4 we 
learned about maps and how to read them. What is longitude and latitude. In 
addition, they learned how to identify different vocabulary words like compass, 
direction, scale, among others. They also learned about time zones. How to locate 
a place on a map and how to read a map. They are very smart and curious about 
the world around them. 

 



Learning about the First Civilizations
In Social Studies Grade 5 we learned about Mesopotamia. Students were able to 
identify different vocabulary words like: anthropologist and archeologist, fossil, 
and nomad. What kind of technology they used during this particular period in 
time and how to domesticate animals. Furthermore, they learned that people 
wanted to live close to the rivers to be able  to water their crops,  drink water, and 
bathe. 

In Social Studies Grade 6 we learned about Geography and maps. What is a 
continent, landform, and how the climate affects the vegetation and the 
environment around us. In addition, we learned about the themes of geography. 
They learned about longitude, latitude, hemisphere and the different types of 
maps.  



America Becomes a Super Power 

In Social Studies Grade 7 students learned about The beginning of the Spanish 
American War. How Hawaii became US territory. They learned about the 
Newspaper War and Yellow Journalism. Furthermore,  they learned about the 
Cuban War for Independence. For this Unit students will pretend to be journalists 
and make their own newspaper project which will be graded at the end of the 
semester. In Social Studies Grade 8 students learned about Mesopotamia, and 
how humans tried to control nature. Also, about the Neolithic Era. Humans 
learned how to mastered fire and animals. How the irrigation system helped with 
the agricultural revolution and how they transform from a nomadic lifestyle into 
sedentary beings.  



What is Geography

In Social Studies Grade 9 we learned about Geography. The Themes of 
Geography. The Branches of Geography. The Water Cycle. Also, the importance of 
water. Water problems we faced during this time, like water pollution and water 
drought. Taking care of our rivers, oceans and seas by reducing, recycling and 
reusing the use of plastic. Finally, we talked about Earthquakes and plate 
tectonics. We learned about weathering and erosion. 







Grade 5: We started this academic year with 
some review from grade four, then we worked 
with “Place Value of Whole Numbers”. Also we 
did properties of addition and multiplication. 
Students are working hard, they are focused and 
always prepared. 
Grade 6: In grade six we are working with whole 
numbers operations, powers and exponents and 
prime factorization. This class needs to work 
hard this year in order to increase their Math 
level and to better adapt with the rules of the 
school. 

Grade 7: This month with Grade 7 
we reviewed  from grade six, then we continued 

with Integers and Absolute Values. 
Adding Integers, Subtracting 

Integers concept of Absolute values were  
interesting for our students and 

they did good. We pointed the 
goals for each student to achieve 

until the end of the academic year.

Grade 8: Solving Linear Equation was the 1st

chapter that we did with Grade Eight. Knowing the 
importance of this chapter, students were focused 
in Solving Equations with Variables in both sides 
and rewriting formulas. This class has good 
students and it’s a pleasure to teach them.
Grade 9: With Grade 9 we worked in  increasing  
their knowledge in solving equations. We repeated 
solving linear equations and we learned solving 
absolute value equations and we practiced solving 
problems.
All students took the MAP test and  we are 
analyzing the scores of each student, their 
weaknesses and strengths and  the need to work 
with the lessons in order for them to continue 

scoring high in the next MAP Test. 

Moving forward slowly 
and confident.
Mr. Faik Nelaj. 



WHAT'S HAPPENING IN

UPPER-LEVEL ENGLISH

CLASSES? 
 

EVERY STUDENT

WROTE AND

PRESENTED A

NARRATIVE TEXT

ABOUT LAST YEAR.

 IN ADDITION TO COVID

AND ONLINE

INSTRUCTION, WHAT

DID THEY MENTION

MOST?

 

Ø FIELD TRIPS – HOW GREAT THEY

WERE!

Ø SHOWS – HOW MEMORABLE THEY

WERE!

Ø FRIENDS – HOW IMPORTANT THEY

WERE!

 

WOW!WOW!



SIXTH GRADERS WERE ESPECIALLY

HARDWORKING AND CREATIVE!
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!
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!
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Upcoming Events: 

The 21st edition of  Trends in 

Nanotechnology International 

Conference (TNT2021) 

https://tntconf.org/2021/index.php 

 

AIS  |  SEPTEMBER   |  2021 

 

  

MAP TEST  
 

Fall 2021 Map Test results are out. 
We will pinpoint, in cooperation with 
the parents, the starting strengths & 
relative weaknesses of each student, 
and set individual goals for mastery in 
science throughout the academic year.  
Continual, solid growth is expected 
from and will be promoted for all 
students here at AIS! 

Hello and  
Welcome Back! 
 
We wish you all a 
very successful year!  

 

 

Grade IX 
 

We will be studying Biology in 
ninth grade Science and this 

month was an introduction to 
the necessary (albeit not 

sufficient) chemistry for the 

topics ahead. In this first Unit 
we started to talk about the 

study of life and afterwards 
covered scientific thinking & 

processes, biologists’ tools and 

also the chemistry of life itself, 
namely: Atoms, Ions, Molecules, 

C based molecules, Chemical 
Reactions and Enzymes. 

UPPER GRADE 
SCIENCE NEWSLETTER 

Welcome back to AIS! 
 

Grade VIII 
 

In eighth grade we were briefly 

introduced to the subject of 
chemistry, which will be our main 

theme throughout the first trimester. 

We discussed matter and its 
properties very superficially and we 

talked about changes of matter, 
states of matter and changes of 
state. The kids learned to relate 

mass, weight and density 
experimentally and witnessed in 

person the law of conservation of 
mass in ordinary chemical 

reactions. 



Life Science
In Life Science, the 6th

graders are learning about
cells, the smallest unit of
structure and function in
living things. They are
learning how cells in
plants use sunlight energy
to make their own food,

and how all cells use stored food to produce energy for cellular processes.

Earth Science
In Earth Science, students are learning about
how weathering, erosion, and deposition
shape the earth, including these unusual
rock forms in Dhermi. A field trip this week
will take students to nearby Pellumbas to
observe these phenomena firsthand.

Nancy Johnson
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Bienvenue à l’école et bienvenue à la classe d’apprentissage du français, avec Mme Eriola.
Pendant que les avancés continuent les révisions, c’est un très grand plaisir d’accueillir les débutants de notre école.
Que cette nouvelle année scolaire soit profitable et qu’elle réponde à vos attentes.
L’objectif est d’apprendre non seulement une langue étrangère, mais aussi une nouvelle culture et ouvrir une nouvelle fenêtresur le 
monde. 
Voilà nos élèves. 
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MUSIC CLASS
I AM SO HAPPY I HAVE THE CHANCE TO TEACH THESE AMAZING CHILDREN ABOUT THE 

ART OF MUSIC

• WITH THE PRESCHOOL 2 AND KINDERGARTEN WE LEARNED SOME BEAUTIFUL INTRODUCTION SONGS AND THEY WERE 
ABLE TO LEAD THE SONG SO OTHERS WOULD ECHO

• WITH THE 1ST GRADE  WE LEARNED THE APPLE TREE SONG AND THE RHYTHM OF IT. WE ALSO LEARNED HOW PIANO 
LOOKS AND TO FIND ONE NOTE IN  A KEYBOARD

• WITH THE 2ND GRADE WE LEARNED TO DRAW A BEAUTIFUL TREBLE CLEF AND WE ALSO LEARNED BEAUTIFUL SONGS AND 
DISCRIMINATION BETWEEN LOUD AND SOFT SOUND 

• WITH THE 3RD GRADE WE LEARNED THE TREBLE CLEF AND I WAS SO HAPPY TO SEE THE STUDENTS SO INTERESTED TO 
WANT TO LEARN THE NOTES RIGHT AWAY. WE DID SOME INTERESTING GAMES WITH RHYTHM AND BEAT 2 BY 2 

• WITH THE 4TH GRADE WE LEARNED THE TREBLE CLEF  AND THE BASIC NOTES, WE WORKED ON FINDING WHERE ARE 
THEY LOCATED.  WE ALSO LEARNED THE RHYTHM OF THE SONGS

• WITH THE 5TH GRADE WE LEARNED THE BASIC NOTES IN PENTAGRAM AND WHERE ARE THEY LOCATED. WE ALSO DID 
GAMES ABOUT NAMING DIFFERENT KIND OF INSTRUMENTS. WE MADE SOME RHYTHM PATTERNS  SO THEY CAN GET 
INSIDE THE MUSIC FEELING. WE LEARNED THE WHOLE NOTE AND HOW TO   DISTINGUISH WHEN THAT NOTE IS PLAYED

• WITH THE 6TH GRADE WE LEARNED ALL THE NOTES IN PENTAGRAM  AND  WERE ABLE TO MEMORIZE QUICKLY THE 
LOCATION OF THE NOTES. I WAS GLAD TO SEE STUDENTS EXCITING ON DOING QUIZES AND GAMES. WE STARTED 
LISTENING TO CLASSICAL SONGS AND I WAS HAPPY TO SEE THAT THEY ARE FAMILIAR WITH SOME FAMOUS CLASSICAL 
PIECES



•WITH THE 7TH GRADE I GOT IMMEDIATELY THEIR 
POSITVE ENERGY AND EXCITEMENT ABOUT THE 
MUSIC CLASS. THEY SHARED THEIR INTEREST ON  
WHAT THEY  ARE EXPECTING TO LEARN IN THE 
MUSIC CLASS OF THIS YEAR  AND I WAS SURPRISED  
OF MANY INTRESTING QUESTIONS THEY ARE  
WILLING TO FIND OUT LIKE HOW THE MUSIC IS 
FOUND, THE HISTORY OF MUSIC AND DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF MUSICS. WE LEARNED ALL THE NOTES IN 
PENTAGRAM  AND SOME RHYTHM PATTERNS

•WITH THE 8TH GRADE WE LEARNED  ALL THE NOTES 
IN PENTAGRAM AND WORKED ON MEMORIZING 
THEM. MADE QUIZES  WHERE ALL CHILDREN 
COULD  ASK  EACH OTHER  ABOUT THE NOTES. WE 
LISTENED TO CLASSICAL MUSIC PIECES AND I SAW 
THAT THEY ARE ABLE TO NAME SOME BEAUTIFUL 
CLASSICAL PIECES AND COMPOSERS

•WITH THE 9TH GRADE WE REPEATED THE NOTES IN 
PENTAGRAM AND THEIR LOCATION. WE TALKED 
ALSO ABOUT THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF 
MUSIC AND WE LEARNED ABOUT THE SOUND. WE 
ALSO WATCHED  A SHORT CLASSICAL MUSIC 
DOCUMENTARY WHICH CONTAINED SOME 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE IN IT. WE LEARNED ABOUT 
RHYTHM AND THEY WERE ABLE TO DO SOME 
RHYTHM PATTERNS

Improvement 
is the key



ESL with Ms. Besjana

Welcome back to 

school!

Wishing you a successful 

academic year!







Ana‘s essay summed 
up the past academic 
year in a nutshell. 

Every year has been a year full of experiences, but not like this one. 
Each part of the 8th grade provided a lesson on how to see life from a 
different perspective. I witnessed the pandemic and normal life all at 
the same time. While it was a difficult year, I managed to adjust to this 
new environment and make the best of it.

The global pandemic, the most talked about topic all over the place, 
had just started to fade away for us in Albania. First day of school, 
September 14, 2020, we saw our teachers for the first time in a while. 
Six months, to be exact and it seemed surreal. Adapting to the normal 
school life went very smoothly. Taking math courses in class was 
much more engaging rather than online school. Reading books during 
the English period, discussing different ideas and hearing each other 
out introduced me to new concepts. Later on during the school year, 
skiing was the perfect weekend getaway. My cousins and I would hit 
the slopes and discover new pathways along the magical white frosted 
forest of Kolasin. This cycle continued until mid winter before the 
pandemic life began again. (continued on next page)



Ana‘s essay (continued)
As soon as I had forgotten about the virus’s existence my family and I 
tested positive. I was devastated but had to pull myself together and 
hope everything was going to be alright. My biggest fear was passing 
it on to my grandparents, but thankfully I didn’t. Being isolated for 2 
weeks was mentally and physically exhausting. I tried to occupy 
myself with activities by reading magazines, organizing my closet and 
catching up on homework. Finally, when I returned back to school, my 
classmates greeted me with open arms and I felt joy to finally be back 
to normal again. Unfortunately, Covid 19 hit our school as soon as I 
went back. The quarantine days were repeating themselves again. I 
will say, it was a rollercoaster of emotions. It did not get any easier 
from there. After 2 full weeks, we wrapped up the quarantine days and 
were the only school that had lasted so long without quarantining. 

One year after the pandemic had begun, March 2021, we returned back 
to school. Everyone was being extra careful and maintained social 
distance at all times. As days passed by, more and more deaths were 
occurring, so our fear of catching the virus only increased. Covid 19 
really did haunt us for a couple of weeks but we all tried to move on. 
At the end of the 2021 academic year, the fear of Covid had almost 
vanished from our minds. As the cases in Albania started minimizing, 
the weather started to warm up. So our school decided to plan a 
three-day trip to Borsh Beach, where my classmates and I had a terrific 
time filled with adventures. First, we went for a swim in the crystal 
blue water, played volleyball in the sand, and took a walk around the 
city during the nighttime. When we returned from Borsh, we felt glad 
to have created new memories that would last a lifetime. I still 
remember playing hide and seek around the block and having genuine 
deep talks about life with my friends. Moreover, it was one of the most 
memorable weekends I have spent with my fellow schoolmates.

The academic year 2020-21 was an ultimate challenge, full of 
experiences. 8th grade made me aware of how grateful I am and 
continue to be for living a safe and happy life. This school year was 
unforgettable.



• End of September-Parent-Teacher Meeting as Scheduled! 

• October 5th- Nanotechnology Conference (Grades 7, 8, 9!) 

•  October 29th (date to be decided)-Halloween Party!  
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