Dear Students and Staff,
Welcome back to school! We
want to wish you all a HAPPY
and HEALTHY year, filled with
love and success!

Pre-School 1
Ms. Jam and Ms. Visa!!!
The road towards the second semester was very smooth regarding the little ones’ attitude, energy, discipline, behavior and happiness. They are all present in class, considering our weather is usually cold. Still we manage to play indoor games which they are obviously love. Academically we covered the letters of the alphabet and we are mastering
them every day. Most of our students can now identify their first letter of their name. It
is a huge success for our little ones to be learn how to be organized. We may not make it
perfect but these children are always lovely and cooperative to share their best in doing
mathematics and seatwork. We prepared songs and cards for Santa on our Christmas
show. In this manner we prepared three beautiful songs which they tried to sing,
“Snowflake”, “Reindeer song” and “Dancing Christmas Tree” which we truly enjoyed.
Some of our parents brought something to share. The best presents are our little ones’
giggles and smiles. We ended up astonished to meet Santa Claus who had come to distribute treats. The images below will bring you joy in your heart by watching their faces
while singing. We have welcomed New Year 2022 full of energy and love! We are glad
to welcome our new students, Nisa from Turkey and Lukas from Albania. It is amazing
how everyone communicates in English and they were very excited to return in class after the winter break. Ms. Jam and Ms. Visa would like to wish you all a Happy New
Year, 2022!!

PRESCHOOL 2
with Ms. Jenni and Ms. Ema

I

n December we welcomed winter and
the Christmas season. Our discussion
topic this month was My Family. Through
songs, graphs, discussions and stories we
have explored just how special, loving and
unique each of our families are. Each child
created handmade gifts and cards for their
family, and learned about the gift of giving.
Several children showed special interest
in numbers and addition this month, so
we included some simple activities to take
advantage of their curiosity. They loved the
new challenge! Our class performed mini
dramas of our favorite stories, and put on a
beautiful, musical Christmas performance.
We had so much fun celebrating Hana and
Arber’s birthdays this month, and can’t wait
to celebrate many more with our classmates
in the coming new year. Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year everyone!

December & January News
First Grade
Ms. Juli & Ms. Vina

Happy New Year 2022!
May 2022 be a wonderful year for everyone!
December was an excited month for our little superstars. They wonderfully performed on the on
the Christmas show, and had a lot of fun exchanging presents for the Secret Santa.
After the winter break everyone was happy to come back to school. You could see the joy in
their faces as they greeted their friends, and told each other stories about their holidays!

Luena

In Math we concluded
Chapter 4, and we
just started Chapter
5. In this chapter the
little superstars
learned different
strategies for addition
and subtraction, and
represent equivalent
forms of numbers
using sums and
difference within 20.

In Science the kids
enjoyed learning
about animals in
unit 3. This week
we started unit 4
”Plants”.

Ms. Ariana 2nd Grade Newsletter
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year 2022!

Winter is officially here! The New Year 2022 is
already here the and we are filled with excitement
for what is yet to come.
We have already learned so much in the past few
months, but there is much more to come.
As the upcoming months will be challenging with
new material and testing, please know that I am
here to help your child in any way I can.
Thank you for your continued support!

This Month’s Curriculum Focus:
READING:
2nd grade readers will be finishing up our first Nonfiction unit of the
year! Our reading experts have been working so hard as they learned to
use nonfiction text features to read and understand books.
We improved our reading skills by working on identifying the Main
Idea of a page or chapter in our books.
MATH: Students are learning to:
• Solve two-step word Problems /Subtraction with and without
regrouping
• Explain their thinking about math strategies
• Add and subtract on an open number line
• Add and subtract 2- digit numbers using a variety of strategies
SCIENCE:
•Students will understand that plants and animals undergo a series
of orderly changes as they grow and develop.
•Students investigate and understand that living things are a part of
a system.

SECRET SANTA PaRTY
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Looking forward to learning new concepts. Go as far as you can little scientists!
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Little moments, big memories ☺
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Mathematics Newsletter
Grade 5: We finished Adding and Subtracting Decimals with grade 5 in December and we
are now working with Multiplying Decimals chapter. Grade 5 are doing good in math. They
are focused and interested in learning. They ask for new concepts to develop their knowledge.
Grade 6: With grade 6 we worked in Geometry, quadrilaterals, the area of parallelograms,
trapezoid and composite figure. At the moment we are working with ratio, rates and unit rates.
In this grade, students should put more effort in learning because their scores are not where
they should be. We are trying all the ways to make them improve.
Grade 7: In grade seven we worked with Inequalities and Solving Linear Inequalities and Two
Step Inequalities chapter. By the end December and at the start of January we are working
with Proportionality, Ratio, Rates, Unit Rates and Solving proportions. Students are focused
and trying to do all the homework given.
Grade 8: In December with grade 8 we did finished the chapter of Writing and Graphing Linear Equations. In general this class did very good in test in this chapter. At the moment we are
working in solving system of linear equations with one variable. Students are working hard every day for every lesson and concepts that they learn.
Grade 9: From December till now we worked with chapter of Functions with grade 9. Domain and range of functions, linear functions, functions notation and comparing linear and
nonlinear function were the parts where we concentrated the most. Arithmetic sequences was
an interesting topic for our students and they showed many examples with this concept. Students are doing their best to learn and improve themselves.

Mr.
Faik Nelaj
Math Teacher

Another month filled
with learning and
creativity in English
class for the students
in grades 2 (Domain)
through 5!

Second-graders have been studying ancient China
and even created their own book!

Third-graders continued working on developing their
close reading skills and had fun playing word meaning
games.

The fourth graders completed writing their explanatory paragraphs
about the Haudenosaunee-inspired wampum belts which they
designed themselves. They are continuing to practice close reading
skills with a new book about the Iroquois Confederacy.

Fifth-graders are working on revising the first draft of their narrative essay
titled "A Personal Success". Topics for their essays range from making a
meal on their own for the first time to learning how to draw cats.

5th Grade Science
December - January Newsletter with Ms. Ariana

Wishing you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
Science is not about boring lectures, but rather hands-on
activities. The students will have many opportunities to
experience science in the classroom AND at home. Science
projects will be assigned periodically and are not optional.
They are an extension of the learning going on inside the
classroom. Encourage your children to complete their science
projects on time. It is my hope that the children explore the
world around them and discover their inner scientists.

The Upper-Level
English Update

In 8th grade, the
classic Animal
Dita and Billy (9th
Farm had us all
graders) delivered
engaged in the
tragic fate of a once oral presentations on
two great inventors
promising
and two basketball
revolution.
stars, respectively.
Super interesting!

Grade 7 boys were
hard at work with
their classmates,
creating texts
comparing objects
and animals. Oral
presentations to
follow.

The Upper-Level
English Update
Sixth graders created
how-to-do texts (expository
writing), explaining
everything from Arabic
noodles to dangerous bike
moves. From cake pops to
wheat grits to brownies and
souffles!

In Grade 3 we have been learning about The Vikings. The way of life at home
and at sea. We also learned that in addi on to being skilled sailors and traders, the Vikings were also ﬁerce and terrifying raiders.
In Grade 4 we ﬁnished learning about Medieval Europe. Life inside a Castle,
Code of Chivalry. How was trading during this me? How did an ar san, a
merchant, and scholar diﬀer? Who was Charlemagne?The Feudal Society and
Woman in the Middle Ages.
In Grade 5 we have been learning about the Ancient Americas. We learned
about the Mayans, The Aztecs and the Incas. They're a way of life. The Mayan
Calendar, their diet. We also learned about Tenoch tlan, the majes c pyramids and how the Empires Ended when the Spanish came and conquered
America.
In Grade 6 we have been learning about Judaism and Chris anity.
We learned about Abraham, monotheism, Judaism, Moses and Exodus. We
also learned about the 10 commandments and the Escape from Egypt.
In Grade 7 we learned about The Great War, The Triple Alliance, The Totalitarian Regimen, the Russian Revolu on, and The Ba5le of the Marne.
In Grade 8 we learned about the Egyp an Empire, the Assyrian Empire, The
Uniﬁca on of China, The Persian Empire, and Democracy of Greece. Alexander the Great. The Spread of Hellenis c culture.
In Grade 9 we learned about Globaliza on. Free Trade and Global Economic
issues. Also, Canada’s physical features, including rugged Mountains, plains,
and swamps. Physical Geography, climate. History and Culture. Government
and Economy.

Grade 5 students created their
own passports and got a stamp
from “traveling” to diﬀerent
places around the World.

Grade 7 knows the importance
of leadership so they made
their own presenta ons about
World War I

Grade 8 Students created
their own Travel Brochures
from Greece, Rome, Istanbul
and Alexandria.

HAPPY 2022!

Upper Grade Science Newsletter – January 2022

GRADE VIII
In eighth grade we started to study physics this
semester. The children were introduced to the
fundamental concepts in science, scalar &
vector quantities such as position, velocity,
tangential & normal acceleration, linear
momentum, force, impulse and pressure. We
explored universal gravitation, discussed the
reason why large ships don’t sink, how melting
ice caps can cause global ocean levels to rise,
how to spot a fool’s gold crown using
Archimedes’ principle, and we even built our
own tornado maker!
Have a healthy and prosperous 2022 everyone!

GRADE IX
In ninth grade we kicked off this year by
studying the principles of Neo-Darwinian
evolution. We walked through a historical
journey of many bright thinkers, such as Gregor
Mendel, Carolus Linneaeus, Georges Louis
Leclerc de Buffon, Erasmus Darwin, Charles
Lyell, Jean – Baptiste
Lamarck, Georges
Cuvier, James Hutton, Thomas Malthus,
Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace, to
conclude that Evolution by Natural Selection is
the unifying theme of modern biology. In the
words of Theodosius Dobzhansky “Nothing in
biology makes sense except in the light of
Evolution”.

Après les fêtes de fin
d’année, les cours ont repris avec des séquences de révisions dans toutes les classes. Les élèves
« débutants » et « avancés » ont été regroupés et des nouveaux groupes de niveaux vont être
constitués pour permettre une meilleure assimilation des connaissances.

Après cette période de révisions, nous continuerons à
avancer dans notre programme et nous chercherons à
faire acquérir de nouvelles connaissances à vos enfants.
Globalement, à la fin du premier trimestre, nous avons
pu constater une amélioration du niveau général chez
beaucoup d’élèves. Cependant, certains paraissent
avancer plus doucement, mais cela s’explique trop
souvent encore par un manque de travail personnel :
relire les leçons, faire quelques exercices, regarder
quelques vidéos… sont autant d’éléments qui
permettront d’être plus à l’aise lors des dialogues qui
sont proposés pendant les cours de français.

Nous rappelons aussi qu’un « Club de Français » existe depuis deux ans à l’A.I.S.. Cette année, il est
proposé le mercredi après-midi après les cours. Tous les volontaires sont les bienvenus !

Les enseignants de français vous souhaitent une :

The month of December was full of beautiful songs and intense practice for the Christmas show.
In this show we have added new instruments which students learned to play during this month.
With PS - KG we have learned the songs with the movement: Little snowflake , Reindeer pokey,
Dancing Christmas tree.
With the grades 1st-4th we have learned:
When Santa got stuck up the chimney,
Reindeer shouldn’t waltz , Santa Claus is coming to town.
With some of our girls from 4th-7th grade we leared the Silent night song, with the
accompaniment in piano and the dance of Rocking around the Christmas tree.
From 5th - 9th grade we did songs:
Magic day, Feliz Navidad, and with all grades we learned Christmas in any languag.

Here's to more off-key
caroling!

Christmas show

A DAY AT AIS!!!

AIS Pre-K to Grade 9 Christmas Show!
We started the new year 2022 full of energy and love! Our main
goal for this new year is to succeed, to promote happiness, excellent grades, good behavior, more books to read, to maintain some
amazing friendships created in 2021 and build strong bonds that
will help us grow!

4th Grade

1st Grade

Gent

Luena
Winners

2nd Grade

Aidan

Teaching Students to Read
and
Think Critically
3nd Grade

Imir

5th Grade

Suzi

UPCOMING EVENTS:
• January 17th- NWEA MAP Test
• February 4th- Parent-Teacher Meeting
• February 24th&25th- No School, End of Semester 2 Break
We want to encourage our students to keep on using ReadTheory, Science Fusion, Go Math and Khan Academy!
Don’t forget to follow us online:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/aistirana
Instagram: ais_tirana
Youtube: Albanian International School

