ALBANIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IS NOW
WASC ACCREDITED

AND……
ALBANIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL IS 10
YEARS OLD!

In the meantime, we are thrilled to admit that the first
month of school was a success. Our new students have
already been introduced to the school rules and policies
and they have made some new friends. All of the students
from Kindergarten through Grade 9 were tested in the MAP
test and we would like to wish everyone a successful year
ahead.

“A successful beginning is half the battle won”
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THE ONLY SCHOOL IN ALBANIA
WITH FULL WASC ACCREDITATION

YOUR CHILD’S FUTURE
STARTS TODAY
ALBANIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
+355 69 47 46 856

Rr. Elbasanit, Nd. 24, Tirana, Albania
përballë Ambasadës Amerikane
sekretaria.ais@gmail.com
www.ais-tirana.org
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ALBANIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
• The only school in Albania with full WASC
accreditation
• Less than 1:10 teacher - student ratio
• American - style curriculum
• International teachers and student body
• International NWEA MAP assessment to ensure
academic progress
• Centrally located across from the US Embassy
• Fresh snacks and lunches prepared daily

+355 69 47 46 856
APPROVED BY THE ACCREDITING COMMISSION FOR SCHOOLS

WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
533 Airpor t Blvdm., Suite 200, Burlingame, CA 94010
www. acswasc .org

MEET THE AIS STAFF!
Albanian International School staff would like to wish all of our students a successful academic year!
We want to welcome all the new teachers that have joined our AIS Team this year and we want to let them know that
we are beyond happy to have them teach our wonderful students and share their knowledge and experiences with
us!!! Parents, thank you once again for your trust, and we want to ensure you all that the Albanian International School
staff will do its best in order to educate our little ones! DREAM BIGGER, LEARN BETTER, SHINE BRIGHTER!!!

Pre-School 1 - September
 Welcome to Pre-School I dear children and Parents. This is the very first class here at

Albanian International School where your child will feel safe and become familiar with a
warm and friendly environment where English is the Primary Language Spoken.
 This month has been a time for your child to get to know their teachers’ Ms. Silvana and
the Assistant Ms. Stelina, their classmates and routine.
 The bright stars (pupils) have been learning to practice the magic words and repeating
useful daily phrases to speak in English.
 We have been practicing some Nursery Rhymes such as Pat-a-Cake, 5 Little Monkeys
Jumping on the bed, If you are Happy and You Know it.
 Some other activities include; using water paints to color, play dough to create shapes and
play with other creative toys in class.



Fun activities ! ҉ ҉ ҉ ҉ ҉

PRESCHOOL 2
with Ms. Jenni and Ms. Ema

W

elcome Preschool 2 parents and
students! Over the summer we made
some amazing renovations to our school. The
classroom is new, but we still have the same
loving atmosphere and a place where little
minds, hearts, and bodies can grow to love
learning. This month we have been getting used
to our routines and schedule. This is a very
important time in the year when we can make
new friends, practice our social skills and selfregulation. We have been learning about colors,
numbers, measuring, identifying environmental
sounds and instrumental sounds. We look
forward to this new school year with excitement!
We are so glad to have you with us!

Celebrating 10 years of INCREDIBLE
Growth and LEARNING!

KINDERGARTEN

NEWS
We are off to a great start!
It's all about small steps and steady progress; learning
new routines, friendship, hands on learning, critical
thinking and aiming high!

Congratulations!
We are already observing the progress
your child has made over the past 4
weeks. I am impressed with how the
children are forming relationships with
the adults in school, with each other
and demonstrating their preferred
places to learn and play.
We want the children to become
confident independent learners;
developing their independence skills is
part of this. You can support this by
encouraging your child to try some of
the following:
Say hello as they come into school
Talking with them about the
activities they did at school on the
way home.
Making choices.
Take turns to share toys and
resources with others.
Pouring water from a small jug.

WEDNESDAY'S IS SHOW AND TELL!
Starting Wednesday 5th October and continuing
every Wednesday, your child can bring to school a
small toy, book, picture or something they made that
they would like to talk about and share with the class
during circle time.

Hand's On Experiential Learning in
the KG classroom
What is hands-on/experiential learning?
Experiential/hands-on learning values practice as
essential for learning.
Experiential/hands-on learning highlights
students’ experience as the central role for the
learning process.
Learning through experience is also associated
with learning through action, learning by doing,
and learning through discovery and exploration.

Making patterns through
discovery;(During early morning
workstations)

Phonics in action - see it, say
it, write it.

Hand's On Experiential Learning in
the KG classroom

Sorting Living & NonLiving Things

Fine Motor skill development
and letter formation.

Rational Counting to 5

Building technology skills by
using Literacy skills.

GROWING READERS
Developing a love of reading is the best thing we can do for
children to become successful readers in the future. The best
way to do this is to talk to and read to your child every day.
Last week I started sending home reading books with the
children on Monday's, Wednesday's and Friday's. These are
books that the children have chosen themselves from our
class library. I also included notes on how you can spend time
reading with your child using the list of questions that was
attached to the weekly homework bulletin and "what we
have been learning in class update". Please remember to
spend time reading daily with your child to encourage and
continue to build upon this good practice and remember to
sign the reading journal.

Growing a generation of readers at AIS

HOME SCHOOL CONNECTIONS

WANTED: MONTHLY MONDAY READING
VOLUNTEERS,
Volunteering as one of our class monthly Monday readers
provides an opportunity for you to support our school, our
class and continue our long standing tradition of being a
light in our community.
This is your chance to share your expertise with our
youngest students; you can dress up as a character, bring
your own book (or choose one from our class library), role
play a story with the children or bring a famous author
with you!
Please speak to Ms. Tasha at pick up time or through email
if you would like to be one of our monthly Monday guest
readers in KG for a 45 min period for more information.

Growing a generation of readers at AIS

AUTUMN IS FINALLY HERE

Bouncing into Autumn!
The leaves are starting to turn different shades, and our
days have gotten considerably cooler here in Tirana, a
welcome relief from the heat of this summer! A time of
change and curiosity is upon us once again and with it
wonderful opportunities for the children to extend their
learning outdoors; at school and at home.

Be Curious
One of our EAGLES outcomes within our Curriculum is for
children to be curious and take delight in experiencing new
phenomena. Autumn provides an ideal opportunity to do
this; discovering a conker nestling in its case, dropping a
sycamore key from a height and watching it spin, or listening
as you scrunch through the leaves. All of these activities
makes for wonderful discussions during circle time and helps
prepare your child for a week of wonderful learning.

All Hallow's eve is coming
soon, who are you going to
be this year?
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“Life’s Beautiful. The World Comes to Life in Class.” – Ms. Toray

Domain | Science | English | Math | Activities
Please see our work and how your students participated in class. Please congratulate your students
for a job well done learning English!

Wow! Look what we are doing in Domain Class! The students enjoyed learning about the
Goose/Hen and the Golden Eggs!! Learning about the world
comes in diverse learning experiences with children. I bring
science to life while exploring AIS grounds with the students!
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Second Grade News
W e l c o m e B a c k t o School!
with Ms. Juli

Welcome back little superstars! We
look forward to spending a year
filled with rich, meaningful, and
fun
learning
experiences
together!
The second graders were so excited to see
and meet each other on the first day of school.
They could not wait to share their stories
about the holidays, and all the fun things
they did during the summer. The following
days they have been busy settling into our
daily classroom’s and school’s routines, and a
few days later they were more than ready and
eagerto learn.

The curriculum covered during the month of September:
In Listening and Learning strand we finished Domain 1"FairyTalesand Tall Tales".They enjoyed the
fairy tales they were already familiar with, but they also liked the tall tales.
After listening the read aloud and gaining information from the illustrations, the kids would
demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting and the plot. Discussions take place after each story to
allow students to build cumulative knowledge and vocabulary about the domain
In the Skills Strand English we’re working on Unit 1 and the reader “TheCatBandit”.The first ten lessons have
been mostly review from first grade, such as:letter-sound correspondences,
identifying vowel and consonants sounds etc. Diagraphs , double letter spellings , tricky spelling ‘g’, ‘c’,
spelling alternatives ‘qu’, ‘wh’, ‘wr’, ‘kn’ ‘ge’, ‘ve’ have been taught during these
weeks . Every week the kids will get alist of spelling words to practice and learn, and every Friday they
will have a spelling assessment.Pleaseconyinue to practice reading daily.
We start the daily Math lesson with the calendar, month, date, days of the week and time.
Counting on the number chart by 1s,2s and 5s and identifying even and odd numbers is part of the daily
routine too. We continue with learning a new concept every day, and work as a class or individually to
practice and complete the daily worksheets. Even and odd numbers, understanding place value, expanded
form and different ways to represent numbers were some of the new concepts introduced this month.
In Sciencewe finished lesson 3 of unit 1Work Like aScientist.The kids learned about inquiry skills, and how
they use them to learn and find out information about things. We went outside and explored our school’s
backyard to search for leaves to sort and classify. In order to engage and explore they started their own
investigations and used science tools to find and record the data.

Little superstarsconducting ascientific investigation

3RD GRADE
September Newsletter

“A new school year
means new beginnings,
new adventures, and
new challenges. ”
With Ms. Besjana

And so the adventures begin...
This month has been pretty intensive. Time is too
precious to be wasted, therefore we've utilized it
wisely and productively. In Math, our bright third
graders have elaborated on addition and subtraction
within 1,000. They have learned rounding,
estimating and different strategies to do addition
and subtraction. Each of these strategies aims to
help and lead students to find sums and differences
easily and also strengthen their mental math skills.
The first chapter was completed, so we can say that
we've done 1/12 of third grade Math.

In Science, we have
worked on the first unit.
We've discussed and
learned about what
makes a scientist a good
scientist. Our third
graders have elaborated
on different topics like
models and their use,
measurement tools and
their function, how
scientists use and record
data and most
important how to
compare results. We
completed Unit 1 and
we're so ready for Unit 2.

Social Studies is a new
subject for our third graders.
Our third graders are very
curious and enthusiastic about
learning different pieces of
information and facts about
the world's rivers. They have
worked on maps and have
been practicing how to use
maps. They can now locate
the rivers that we've learned
about on maps. If you have
any question about the world's
most known rivers - you know
who to ask!

Meet the 4th
grade students ☺

I’m delighted to welcome these
amazing kids into fourth grade.

This is what we covered in the following subjects during September:

Science

Math
During these past weeks,
students have been learning
about the place value of multidigit numbers, different ways of
renaming them, as well as
rounding whole numbers when
adding and subtracting them.

Unit 1 topics are so interesting that
students can’t wait for the Science
class. We already know more about
science, scientists, investigations,
scientific methods, tools and models.
Hands-on activities are the most
favorite ones!

Social Studies
There’s lots of curiosity about the world around us. Kids now know how to read and use
maps, how to identify different map elements (map scale, key, compass rose, etc). They
also know how to locate a place on a map or how to identify the coordinates of a place
(degrees of latitude and longitude). Children’s vocabulary enriches every day & I’m very
proud of that!

Studying Science

A few moments from our Social Studies
class!

Math

MATH
NEWSLETTER
At the beginning of the academic year, we reviewed the most important concepts that we learned during the previous
academic year. During the 2nd week of school all students took the MAP Test and we are analyzing the scores of each student in order for them to achieve their goals.
Grade 5: Grade 5 students are learning Place Values, Multiplication and Expressions. They are also solving word problems
involving these concepts.
Grade 6: Grade 6 students are working with fluently Multiplying, Dividing, Adding and Subtracting
Whole Numbers, finding the Greatest Common Factors, Least Common Multiple and Operations with Mixed Number.
Grade 7: Integers and Absolute Value were first lessons that we did with the seven grade. Adding, Subtracting, Multiplying and Dividing Integers.
Grade 8: Solving Equations with Variable in both Sides and Rewriting Formulas were both a part of what we did with
grade 8 from the beginning until the end of September.
Grade 9: So far with grade 9 we learned solving all types of linear Equations, Graphing and Writing Equations with one
variable.
All students are trying hard, and new students are adapting very well to our school.
Mr. Faik

Newsletter Article September 26, 2022
Professional Development Provided by the Educational Centre of Albania and National Geographic
Learning.
This past Saturday, Ms. Arrer, Ms Johnson and Mr. Pirro attended a seminar sponsored by the
Education Centre of Albania and provided by National Geographic Learning. The topic was “Start
Strong with National Geographic Learning” and covered topics related to English as a Second
Language Instruction. The seminar was attended by over 50 instructors from several different schools
across Tirana. Ms. Flo Feast from Britain presented a variety of strategies for motivating and teaching
students at different levels of English and explained what National Geographic offers in its different
curriculums. The programs cover all aspects of speaking, reading, writing, and listening and takes
advantage of modern tools and technology that can be used to support learning, whether simple or
complex. She also offered and elicited ideas for reaching out to and motivating students living in a
day of modern technology and easy access to information. All three participants agreed that the
seminar was valuable and provided materials that could enrich both ESL and subject area instruction
at AIS.
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We’re Back!

UPPER GRADE
SCIENCE
NEWSLETTER

SIMPLY DUMMY TEXT OF THE
th AND TYPESETTING INDUSTRY.
th
PRINTING
8 Grade 9 Grade

Chemistry

Happy 10th Anniversary to AIS!

In eighth grade we were
introduced to fundamental
concepts in Chemistry, such
as matter, mass, weight,
volume, and density. We
compared and contrasted
physical and chemical
properties and changes, and
distinguished between pure
substances (elemental and
compounds) and mixtures
(solutions, colloids and
suspensions).

Biology

The ninth graders started off this academic
year with Living Systems, Life in the Earth
System, examples of Mechanisms of
Hoemostasis and a hierarchy of ordered
structures in living things.
The kids also worked on building a real size
model of an adult human skeleton.

Autumn 2022 Map Results are out!

ALBANIAN
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL
Dream Bigger
Learn Better
Shine Brighter

CONTACT:
Albanian International School,
Address: Rr. "E Elbasanit”
Njesia Administrative Nr. 2, Tirana 1010
Phone: 069 474 6856
www.ais-tirana.org
e-mail: sekretaria.ais@gmail.com

FRANçAIS
Bonjour à tous,
Nous sommes heureux de vous retrouver pour une nouvelle année scolaire. Nous
espérons qu'elle sera aussi bonne que les précédentes pour vos enfants.
Cette année, les cours de français seront proposés à tous les élèves du grade 1 au grade
9. Mrs. Eriola qui a quitté ses fonctions est remplacée par Mrs. Geralda. Bienvenue à
elle !
Nous nous permettons de vous rappeler quelques règles de fonctionnement. Pour chaque
leçon, le cours et le texte étudié sont à relire. Il n'y aura pas des devoirs à faire pour
chaque leçon, mais surveiller régulièrement le "système Alma" dans lequel nous
noterons les devoirs à faire à la maison. Avant chaque cours de français, nous vous
demandons aussi de vérifier si votre enfant a bien préparé ses livres et cahiers de
français !!
Le "club de français" reprendra prochainement et vous en serez avertis. Nous vous
rappelons que ce club s'adresse aux élèves voulant approfondir leurs connaissances en
français....
Nous vous souhaitons beaucoup de joies et de succès scolaires pour vos enfants !
Mrs. Geralda, Mr. Didier
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Ms Suzan's English classes

SEE WHAT'S HAPPENING IN
ENGLISH CLASSES!

Upper-level English classes
kicked off by increasing
wordpower, descriptive writing
and more. 9th graders were
especially involved in creating an
AIS school anthem.

SEVENTH GRADERS
ARE AN AWESOME
GROUP THIS YEAR!
THEY'VE BEEN WORKING ON
INCORPORATING SENSORY
DETAILS INTO DESCRIPTIVE
TEXTS ABOUT FAVORITE
PLACES.

LOOKING FORWARD TO WORKING
WITH THIS GREAT BUNCH!

Music class
Learning about beat and
rhythm with worksheets,
singing and playing the
xylophone
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Learning the notes in the
staff by name and letter
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AIS 1ST DAY OF SCHOOL

SOCIAL STUDIES NEWSLETTER
MR. COMBS
Social Studies is off to a great start! Our students across the grades have
been reviewing past knowledge and preparing for this year’s Social Studies
challenges. All grade 5 – 9 students should be enrolled in their Google
classrooms by now and have been experimenting with Nearpod and other
interactive portals to complete assignments. We have assessed the
strengths of each class and where we have opportunities to grow throughout the year. As you may have noticed, Social Studies this year has a variety of assignments besides just reading from a textbook. Our students will
complete interactive online assignments, write essays from DBQ’s
(Document Based Question), practice note taking, engage in History Escape Room activities, develop evidence-based argument, and write using
evidence to support their claims.

UPCOMING EVENTS
-October 18th—AIS’ 10th Anniversary Celebration
(Parents only)
-October 19th—AIS’ 10th Anniversary Celebration
(Students only)
-October 21st-22nd– No School Fall Break
-October 31st– Halloween Movie Night

